
 
December 17, 2020 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

This is Jared Cotton, Superintendent of Chesapeake Public Schools, with a few important 

announcements.   

At the Chesapeake School Board Meeting on Monday, December 14, 2020, we provided several important 

updates and recommendations to the Board.  

Following guidance from the Chesapeake Health Department, Chesapeake Public Schools will shift to 

Temporarily Online instruction for two weeks following the Winter Break. This temporary shift to our On-

Campus Continuum will take place from January 4, 2020, through January 15, 2020.  

We know the holidays provide many opportunities to gather and share in traditions. The Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Virginia Department of Health (VDH), and the Governor of 

Virginia have all offered guidance and mandates restricting gatherings; however, we can only strongly 

recommend that our families follow these recommendations during the holiday season.  

Our hope is that in the event our students or employees participate in holiday gatherings that any potential 

viral spread in our schools can be mitigated if families use the following two weeks to quarantine and/or 

monitor for symptoms before they return to on-campus instruction.  

The last day of on-campus instruction for this year will be Friday, December 18. We will observe Martin 

Luther King Jr., Day on January 18, 2021. Option 1 students will return to on-campus instruction on 

January 19, 2021, according to their current continuum status.  

Testing and Calendar Adjustments:  

The temporary shift to online instruction will impact our high school end-of-course testing schedule. High 

schools will communicate changes to final exams and SOL testing directly to families.  

February 1, 2021, originally scheduled as an early release day, will now be a full teacher workday for all 

schools. This change will provide two workdays (Feb. 1 and Feb. 2) between semesters. The second 

semester for students begins on February 3, 2021. A revised calendar is available on our website.  

Meal Distribution Updates: 

 

Our School Nutrition Services staff will continue to provide meals at no cost during the Winter Break. Meals 

will be available on Tuesday, December 22, 2020, and Tuesday, December 29, 2020, from 3:30 p.m. to 

5:30 p.m. at each of our high schools and at several community distribution sites from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

The district will also continue to provide meals to students at all school locations on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. after the Winter Break.   

Athletic Update: 

https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/cpsva/Board.nsf/files/BWATCZ7537E5/$file/Responsive%20Return%20to%20School%20Plan%2012.14.20.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/cpsva/Board.nsf/files/BWATCZ7537E5/$file/Responsive%20Return%20to%20School%20Plan%2012.14.20.pdf
https://cpschools.com/return-to-school-plan/option1/
https://cpschools.com/return-to-school-plan/option1/
https://cpschools.com/calendar/
https://cpschools.com/school-nutrition-services/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2020/12/SCHOOL-NUTRITION-NEWS-SNN.pdf


We will also extend the pause on athletics through the week of January 4, 2021, to allow more time to 

discuss our mitigation plans and determine if additional adjustments need to be made.  During that week, 

we hope to update the community on our plans for winter sports.  

ParentVue/StudentVue Family Action Required: 

Chesapeake Public Schools will be performing maintenance on the ParentVue and StudentVue servers.  As 

a result, they will be unavailable on December 19, 2020. This server maintenance could take up to 24 

hours to complete. Students and parents will need to take steps in order to relink their mobile apps and 

update browser shortcuts after December 19. Please visit our website for additional details to ensure you 

are able to access your account.    

In closing, I want to wish you a safe, happy holiday season. 

This year has been challenging and full of change, but one thing that hasn’t changed is the ability and 

willingness of others to demonstrate kindness. In many faiths and cultures, the simple act of lighting a 

candle represents how those acts of kindness - however small - can shine a beam of light in all directions. 

I’ve seen this time and time again through the actions of our students, staff, and community.  

This season, no matter your faith, our hope is that you make room for the light we all need.  

We invited our students to show the way with this simple message of joy, hope, and peace.  

 

Have a safe, happy holiday season, 

Jared Cotton, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

Chesapeake Public Schools 

https://cpschools.com/synergy_upgrades/
https://cpschools.com/synergy_upgrades/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5b8ca7Qxb4&feature=youtu.be

