
July 9, 2020 

Good afternoon, 

This is Jared Cotton, Superintendent of Chesapeake Public Schools, with an important message. 

I hope you and your family are staying well and finding ways to enjoy summer despite the uncertainty 
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.   

I want you to know that we want nothing more than to bring all our students back to school in the 
fall. It is our sincere hope that the current situation will improve, allowing us to return to normal 
operations.  But, as we have all seen, there is still a great deal that is unknown about this situation 
and we have to be prepared to respond to changing conditions.  We also know that there isn’t a one-
size-fits-all solution. 

So we have decided to provide a choice for our families: 

Option ONE is called the On-Campus Continuum.  With this option we will provide as much on-
campus time for your child as is permitted by the health guidelines in place at any given time. 

Or… 

Option TWO is Chesapeake Online, a 100% online learning model that will allow families to keep 
their children learning at home if that is the best option for their circumstances. 

I am asking all families to login in to ParentVUE and make their choice based upon what will work 
best for your situation.  Once families make their choice, we can better predict how many students 
we can safely serve on campus with additional safety measures in place. 

In the next few days, each household will receive a letter in the mail with additional details about 
how to make this choice.  We are also providing this information by email today.  An overview of both 
options and link to the full Return-to-Schools Framework in draft form will be posted on our 
website.  It includes our plans for instruction, health and safety, athletics, and more.  We will 
continue to make updates to these items as we consider new guidance that is provided over the 
coming weeks.  The final copy of our framework will be submitted to the Virginia Department of 
Education in August. 

I know this is a difficult decision and you may have questions before you make your choice.  We want 
to answer them as quickly as we can.  We are developing a list of frequently asked questions that will 
be posted on our website and we will update this list regularly as new information becomes 
available.  There are also opportunities to attend one of four virtual family forums to learn more 
about each option. 

Please be sure to make your choice in ParentVUE by July 21, 2020.  Thank you in advance for your 
help with this important task. 

Whatever option you choose, I want you to know that our mission remains the same.  We are 
committed to engaging all students in meaningful, innovative learning experiences that empower 
them to fulfill their life’s purpose.  Thank you. 

 


