
 
 
June 18, 2020 

This is Jared Cotton, Superintendent of Chesapeake Public Schools, with a 
few important updates about our return to school survey, plan to reopen our 
offices, and graduation ceremonies. 

First, our Responsive Return-to-School Taskforce has taken time to review 
the guidance put forth by Governor Northam regarding the reopening of 
K12 schools.  We are working on a plan to return to school within the 
parameters he provided that will prioritize the health and well-being of our 
students and staff.  We want to hear from parents, employees, and 
students on this very important topic by completing the Return-to-School 
survey using the link on our website.  We have extended the survey 
deadline by one additional day to allow those who haven’t had the chance 
to let us know their thoughts.  This survey will remain open until midnight 
tonight. 

Next, our central and school offices will be open to the public by 
appointment only beginning Monday, June 22, 2020, as we transition our 
staff back to on-site operations.  If you have a need to conduct on-site 
business, we ask that you call first and wear a mask to help ensure the 
safety of our employees. 

Finally, a word on graduation.  Many of our local colleges and universities 
have announced their plans to welcome students back to campus earlier 
than expected this summer.  In light of these changes, and considering the 
continued restrictions on large gatherings, we have chosen to cancel the in-
person commencement ceremonies planned for mid-August and move 
forward with our plan B, a virtual ceremony for each high school with pre-
recorded traditional commencement components.  We hope you will join us 
in honoring our seniors one last time when these virtual ceremonies 



premiere on our YouTube channel in August.  Visit our website for a 
complete list of dates and times.  We will provide more information as 
August approaches, but wanted to let you know of this change as soon as 
possible so families could plan accordingly. 

In closing, I want to thank each of you for your support during this most 
challenging year.  The entire CPS community came together to do our best 
for the children of Chesapeake; just another reason why Chesapeake 
remains a great place to be. 
 


