
 
 

May 28, 2020 

This is Jared Cotton, Superintendent of Chesapeake Public Schools, with a 
few important updates. 

First, I’d like to say thank you! Despite the difficult circumstances you have 
faced as a student, as a parent, or as a family, you have continued to work 
hard, to stay connected, and to adapt in extraordinary ways. 

As you may be aware, we postponed our traditional commencement 
ceremonies until August, and we look forward to congratulating our seniors 
in person at that time, if conditions allow.   

In the meantime, we have several senior celebrations planned in the 
coming days, including an in-person senior celebration experience for each 
graduate on their high school campus.  You may notice an increase in 
traffic near our school campuses next week while these celebrations are 
underway.   

We hope you will join us in congratulating our seniors and I encourage you 
to visit our website for details on all the ways we are celebrating our 
graduates, including a complete list of dates and times for all seven of our 
August commencement ceremonies.  

As we work to close out the school year, we have arranged for staff 
members and students to retrieve personal belongings and return any 
school-issued items in the coming weeks.  School principals will provide 
details for your specific location in the coming days.  We appreciate your 
cooperation as we work to ensure this is a safe process for all involved.  



Many of you have asked about summer school options for our students.  I 
am happy to report that we will be offering virtual Extended Learning 
Summer Academies for elementary, middle, and high school 
students.  More information will be shared in the near future. 

Many families are experiencing financial hardships as a result of the 
pandemic.  While meals being distributed are free, students approved for 
free or reduced meal benefits through June 11th may be eligible to receive 
Pandemic EBT benefits through the Virginia Department of Social 
Services.  There is still time to apply, visit our website for complete details.  

Finally, as we prepare for what the future may hold, I’ve asked my staff to 
create a taskforce that will lead the way in developing a Responsive 
Return-to-Schools Plan.  This team began meeting in early May and 
continues to meet on a regular basis to ensure that Chesapeake Public 
Schools will reopen in the fall.  The Taskforce is considering several 
potential scenarios to address our current conditions and we will need your 
input as we determine the best course forward.  We will be sharing a 
survey with our school community in June and we hope you will share your 
thoughts and encourage others to as well. 

We appreciate your valued input as we look toward the future. And while 
many uncertainties remain, much more remains the same - we continue 
our commitment to maintaining positive relationships, ensuring the health 
and safety of our community, and investing and adapting for the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


