
 

April 16, 2020 

This is Jared Cotton, Superintendent of Chesapeake Public Schools with a few important 

updates. 

I hope you are enjoying a peaceful week among family and loved ones within your home and 

are finding ways to stay connected.  A text, email, written letter, or phone call goes a long 

way towards raising spirits and maintaining a sense of balance during this difficult time. 

Phase three of our Continuity of Learning plan begins on Monday when teachers will start 

exploring new content with students through virtual means.  Teachers will connect with 

students to provide activities through Google Classroom or through learning packets that will 

be available at each school for grades K-8.  Contact your child’s teacher or principal if you 

have any trouble accessing these activities.  

And, we added options to our grading plan, giving greater flexibility to our middle and high 

school students taking credit-bearing courses.  This plan is intended to support ALL students 

and provide them with a path forward in their education.  Our intent is always to 

demonstrate compassion and unity during this difficult time, and our teachers will continue 

to provide students with as much latitude and grace as possible.  Full details are posted on 

our website.   

Finally, while we don’t yet know if we will be able to hold any end-of-the-year celebrations in 

person, we aren’t giving up hope.  A committee is hard at work exploring creative options for 

recognizing student achievements, paying special attention to our seniors and graduation 

celebrations.  We will need your input to determine the best way to handle these and other 

events.  Look for a survey in the coming days and please share your thoughts.  

When all of this is said and done, we will not be measuring our success this year by how well 

we completed initiatives in our strategic plan or prepared our students for state 

assessments.  When we look back on this moment, we will measure our success in terms of 

how well we took care of each other.  We are here to support you and your child during these 

difficult times and we appreciate your patience and understanding.  Stay safe and enjoy the 

rest of the week. 


