
 

High School Government Learning Opportunities for the Week of March 30, 
2020 - April 10, 2020 

Activities to Support Instruction During Extended School Closures  

 
The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of suggested activities available to students within 

Chesapeake Public Schools.  These suggestions can be used by families to support the continuity of education. 

The learning experiences developed and provided will give students opportunities to go deeper into concepts, 

ideas, and skills independently. These activities do not require copies or additional supplies.  Please enter 

information under the appropriate headings below.  Teacher teams should submit ONE document per school 

per content area/subject to the HIGH SCHOOL LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOLDER in the appropriate content 

area folder.  

 

Content Area/Subject:  Social Studies/Government 

 

 

Skill(s): Government 1a 

*understand the difference between primary and secondary resources 

*analyze critically historical resources 

*consider the advantages and disadvantages of using both primary and secondary resources 

 

On-line and off-line students will have weeks 3 and 4 to complete both activities.  

 

Online Options: 

Terminology:  

● Primary sources are immediate, first-hand accounts of a topic, from people who had a direct 

connection with it.  
● Secondary sources involve analysis, synthesis, interpretation, or evaluation of primary sources.  They 

often attempt to explain primary sources. 
 
Activity #1: 

● Access a copy of the text of the Declaration of Independence to use as a primary source. 

● Choose two secondary sources on the Declaration of Independence. 

● Use the following questions to help guide you with the analysis the primary and secondary sources 

Primary Source Analysis Questions 

● What kind of document is it? 

● Who created it?  What do we know about the author? 

● When was it created? 

● Where was it created? 

● Why do you think it was created? 

 



   

● Does the document’s author show bias at any point?  Where?  Cite specific passages. 

● Who was the intended audience for this document? 

● What do we know about that audience? 

● How does this document make you feel? 

● List three things you learned from this document. 

● List three questions the document raises.  Where could you find the answers to these questions? 
 
Secondary Source Analysis Questions 

● What is the name of your source? 

● Who wrote it?  When? 

● Do you trust this source?  What are some of the ways you can tell if the source is reliable? 

● What do you think motivated the author to create this source? 

● What is your overall impression of the interpretation?  Is it convincing? 

● List three facts presented by the author.  List three opinions presented by the author. 

● What questions does this interpretation raise?  Where could you find answers to these questions? 

 

Activity #2:  

● Identify similarities and differences between the sources and complete one of the following tasks. 

o Compose a written response, containing quotes and specific examples, comparing the 

similarities and differences of the sources while focusing on varying perspectives of each 

source.  This can be a series of paragraphs, a blog, a newspaper article, a letter to a friend, a 

letter to the author, etc. 

o Create a visual which includes quotes and specific examples as well as comparing the 

similarities and differences of the sources while focusing on varying perspectives of each 

source. 
 

Supporting Resources:  Textbook; Websites: www.ourdocuments.gov; wwwarchivesfoundation.org 

 

Offline Options: 

 

Terminology:  

● Primary sources are immediate, first-hand accounts of a topic, from people who had a direct 

connection with it.  
● Secondary sources involve analysis, synthesis, interpretation, or evaluation of primary sources.  They 

often attempt to explain primary sources. 
 
Activity #1: 

● Use the Declaration of Independence as your primary source. 

● Read the segment in your text, as your secondary source, on the Declaration of Independence. 

● Use the following questions to help guide you with the analysis the primary and secondary sources 

Primary Source Analysis Questions 

● What kind of document is it? 

● Who created it?  What do we know about the author? 



   

● When was it created? 

● Where was it created? 

● Why do you think it was created? 

● Does the document’s author show bias at any point?  Where?  Cite specific passages. 

● Who was the intended audience for this document? 

● What do we know about that audience? 

● How does this document make you feel? 

● List three things you learned from this document. 

● List three questions the document raises.  Where could you find the answers to these questions? 
 
Secondary Source Analysis Questions 

● What is the name of your source? 

● Who wrote it?  When? 

● Do you trust this source?  What are some of the ways you can tell if the source is reliable? 

● What do you think motivated the author to create this source? 

● What is your overall impression of the interpretation?  Is it convincing? 

● List three facts presented by the author.  List three opinions presented by the author. 

● What questions does this interpretation raise?  Where could you find answers to these questions? 

 

Activity #2:  

● Compare the primary source of the Declaration of Independence with the textbook’s interpretation of 

the Declaration of Independence. 

o Compose a written response, containing quotes and specific examples, comparing the 

similarities and differences of the sources while focusing on varying perspectives of each 

source.  This can be a series of paragraphs, a blog, a newspaper article, a letter to a friend, a 

letter to the author, etc. 

o Create a visual which includes quotes and specific examples as well as comparing the 

similarities and differences of the sources while focusing on varying perspectives of each 

source. 

o Write a complete multi-paragraph answer to the following prompt:  How do secondary sources 

help Americans understand the main components, as well as the complexities of, the ideas 

embedded in the Declaration of Independence?  Use specific evidence from both sources in 

support of your answer. 

 
 

Supporting Materials if applicable:  Textbook; Encyclopedia 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


