
Civics Activities to Support Instruction During Extended School 
Closures  

The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of suggested activities available 
to students within Chesapeake Public Schools. These suggestions can be used by 
families to support the continuity of education. The learning experiences developed and 
provided will give students opportunities to go deeper into concepts, ideas, and skills 
independently. These activities do not require copies or additional supplies. Please 
enter information under the appropriate headings below. Teacher teams should 
submit ONE document per school per content area/subject to the MIDDLE 
SCHOOL LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOLDER in the appropriate content area folder.  

Content Area/Subject: Civics and 
Economics  

Skill(s): CE.1a The student will demonstrate skills for historical thinking, geographical 
analysis, economic decision making, and responsible citizenship by a. analyzing and 
interpreting evidence from primary and secondary sources, including  

charts, graphs, and political cartoons; Primary and secondary sources enable us to 
examine evidence closely and to place it in a broader context. An artifact is an object or 
tool that tells us about the people from the past. A primary source is an artifact, 
document, image, or other source of information that was created during the time 
under study. A secondary source is a document, image, or other source of information 
that relates or discusses information originally presented elsewhere. Analyzing and 
interpreting includes identifying the important elements of information sources in order 
to make inferences and generalizations and draw conclusions.  

Online Options:  
Create a Google Doc or a Google Slide and share with your civics teacher. 
Offline Options:  
Create a pencil and paper primary source and share with your 
family.  

Creating a Primary Source  



Primary source documents can be some of the best ways of learning 
about history. Getting information from participants in the actual events 
can give unique perspectives. While we are out of school and practicing 
“social distancing,” you can take this opportunity to write about it. This is 
definitely something that will be in the history books to come. Why not 
create our own primary source documents by writing about your 
experience?  

I want you to have fun while doing this. You can jot down your 
thoughts, feelings, talk with your family members, draw pictures, write 
songs/poems, or anything you want that represents your experiences. 
Here are a few suggested questions to get you started.  

*Is your family making any trips to the grocery store and “stocking up”? Has 
your family’s eating habits changed? What is in short supply? *Have you 
cancelled family vacations, have sports or extra-curricular activities been 
cancelled? How do you feel about this? *How is it to “e-learn?” What do you like 
about it? What is bad about it? What do you miss from school?  

*How are you occupying your time? How do you feel about this? Psyched that 
you don’t have to go to school? Bored? Worried? Bummed that you won’t 
get to see your friends? What is changing for you because of this 
situation? What kinds of things are your family members 
thinking/saying/doing? Is anyone afraid of losing their job? Do you know 
anyone who is sick?  

You can use a spiral notebook, composition notebook, staple loose-leaf 
paper (or use yarn or ribbon to bind paper together), or make it digital by 
using Google Docs (or Slides with pictures). Just make sure to label with 
your name in the title and each day write the day of the week and the 
date. (Example: Friday, March 20, 2020).  

Assignment 
expectations:  



*You will write a short description of your experiences for at least 3 out of 7 days 
per week. *You can fill other pages with pictures, poetry or songs representing 
what is important to you or what you are feeling. *Extension activity--connect 
your primary source to a concept we have discussed throughout the school year.  

Remember, the more of your personality you put into the work, the more you will 
enjoy looking at it in the future.  

Research resources: Civil War Journals 
https://www.civilwardigital.com/html/civil_war_diaries.html  

World War 2 Letters Home 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/diaries-le
t ters-stories/second-world-war/azzie  

1918 Flu Outbreak discussed from a soldier on a ship 
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/18/11/ad-1811_articl
e  

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank An excellent book to read during this 
time is The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank. It is one 13-year-old girl’s experience 
during World War II as a young Jewish girl. She and her family remained hidden from 
the Nazis for two years! She describes what it was like to live in a tiny space with her 
family and the many challenges they faced. Free internet version: 
https://archive.org/stream/AnneFrankTheDiaryOfAYoungGirl_201606/Anne 
-Frank-The-Diary-Of-A-Young-Girl_djvu.txt The Anne Frank Museum 
website for some good information: https://www.annefrank.org/en/  


