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November 15, 2019  

Dear Families, 

Recent news reports from around the region have heightened interest in the quality of 
drinking water in our schools. Specifically, the levels of lead in drinking water have drawn 
attention.  As you may be aware, high levels of lead can cause health problems, especially in 
pregnant women, infants, and children under six years old.  Therefore, it is important to 
reduce all lead exposures as much as possible. Chesapeake Public Schools (CPS), along 
with school districts across the nation, are closely monitoring lead levels in drinking water as 
a result.     

In 2017, CPS developed a plan to test all potable (drinking) water sources for the presence 
of lead.  In the plan, 33 schools in the district qualified for priority status (buildings 
constructed in whole or in part before 1986).  During the 2018-2019 school year, we began 
assessing buildings from the priority list, using a phased approach.  To date, CPS has 
initiated two rounds of testing, resulting in a total assessment of 14 school buildings.  The 
remaining priority buildings are scheduled to be assessed by the end of the 2019-2020 
school year.  Upon completion of the priority list, the remaining schools constructed after 
1986 and all support facilities will also be assessed.   

The safety and well-being of our students and staff is always our top priority, and we are 
committed to protecting the health of our students, teachers, and staff.  We take that 
commitment seriously and we are working closely with the Chesapeake Health Department 
throughout this process.  As we receive data about our water sources, we want to ensure 
you have the facts.  Should any test results reveal areas of concern, swift remedial action 
will be taken, per the recommendations of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and 
members of the impacted school community will be notified if any water sources used for 
drinking or food preparation are involved.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please call 757-547-0153. 

Sincerely,  

                  
 
Jared A. Cotton, Ed.D.   Nancy Welch, MD 
Superintendent    Director 
Chesapeake Public Schools   Chesapeake Health Department   


