
  On March 19, 2015, forty-seven Chesapeake teachers,  
 each representing their individual schools, were   
 recognized at the Teacher of the Year Ceremony at 
 Indian River High School. On this special evening
  these forty-seven teachers were applauded for their   
 educational leadership, dedication to their students,   
 and commitment to excellence.   
  Chesapeake Public Schools is very fortunate to
  have these members as a part of our educational
  family. They not only provide a quality education but   
 are an inspiration to their students and colleagues.   
 Their investment reaches well beyond the walls of
  the classroom as they focus on and develop the   
 uniqueness of each child.  
  We are proud of our Chesapeake family and know   
 that our teachers do make a difference in their students’  
 lives. Read further into the Focus to see how seven   
 seniors have been impacted by special Chesapeake   
 teachers throughout their educational journeys.
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CRAIG BLACKMAN 
RECOGNIZING A 
COMMUNITY EDUCATOR

continued on page 6

BRIAN HAUGHINBERRY
2015 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF SECONDARY SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS STATE HONOREE

by Monica Agudelo

  The National Association of
  Secondary School Principals   
 (NASSP) honored state level 
 Assistant Principals of the Year 
 at a forum and awards ceremony  
 held on April 15, 2015, in Washington,  
 DC. Proudly representing Virginia  
 was Chesapeake Public Schools  
 very own, Mr. Brian Haughinberry.  
  The NASSP National Assistant  
 Principal of the Year program 
 recognizes outstanding secondary 
school assistant principals who have demonstrated success in leadership, 
curriculum, and personalization. In his 18 years with Chesapeake Public 
Schools, Mr. Haughinberry has served as a physical education teacher, 
driver’s education instructor, coach, department head, athletic director, and, 
for the past seven years, as an assistant principal at Grassfield High 
School. In his role as an assistant principal, Mr. Haughinberry has 
demonstrated exemplary leadership skills, effectively balancing management 
tasks with instructional leadership responsibilities. As a member of the 
inaugural Grizzly staff, he has assisted in establishing and maintaining 
a positive school climate that reflects high student and staff morale. 
Through his responsibilities as the special education administrator, 
Mr. Haughinberry has made lasting contributions to the positive learning 
environment cultivated at Grassfield High School. The NASSP program 
has afforded Mr. Haughinberry the opportunity to be recognized for his 
outstanding efforts to educate and support Chesapeake’s students and 
simultaneously network and collaborate with other high-achieving administrators 
from all over the United States.
 Assistant principals representing forty U.S. states attended the three-
day program in Washington, DC. The program began with an awards 
ceremony and was followed by two days of events throughout the 
nation’s capital. The honorees visited Capitol Hill and met with their state 
congressman and other state representatives in Washington.   
Mr. Haughinberry visited Congressman Randy Forbes in his congressional 
office and also met with staffers for both Senator Mark Warner and Senator 
Tim Kaine.  During this one-on-one time with Virginia state legislators, 
Mr. Haughinberry engaged in discussions about current events and issues 
affecting education at both the local and national levels. One of the goals 
of the NASSP National Assistant Principal of the Year program is to provide 
opportunities for school leaders to have their voice heard by state legislators 
and other elected officials and educators. Mr. Haughinberry reported that 
the opportunity to meet with Virginia’s political leaders was both a rewarding 
and an important learning experience. Congressman Randy Forbes also 
valued this opportunity to meet with an active school leader and shared 
with his social media followers, “School leadership can make the biggest 
difference in the lives of young people. Brian Haughinberry emulates a true 
leader who cares about every student in his school.”

by Lychellia Cheeks
  Donning a tall hat, long coat,
  and with a slow yet regal pace, 
 Craig Blackman steps back in time
  as President Abraham Lincoln. 
 Lincoln, the transformative president 
 who led America during one of   
 its most fragile moments, is just 
 one of Blackman’s historical heroes.  
 Whether at a school assembly
  or  professional conference, the   
 audience willingly follows him when  
 he is in character. Tracy Cioppa, 
assistant principal for instruction at Indian River High School, has 
witnessed his transformation into Lincoln and wrote that Blackman’s 
performance is “inspiring” to observe as he facilitates “interactive lessons 
that make learning fun.” 
 Blackman values the courses that transform men into something better 
and stronger than they were before. Might this be the reason Craig 
Blackman has spent the last 29 years teaching, coaching and pushing 
high school students toward excellence?
 Of his 30 years as a teacher, Blackman has spent all but one of those 
in Chesapeake Public Schools. He completed his BA at Franklin 
and Marshall College, a master’s in education at Pennsylvania State 
University, and additional elective graduate studies at San Diego State 
University. Currently, he teaches Advanced Placement United States 
History and World Religion elective at Indian River High School (IRHS). 
 In 2008, Blackman was named the Virginia Social Studies Teacher of 
the Year. He served four years as president of the Virginia Council for 
Social Studies during which time he chaired the Commonwealth’s Con-
ference for Social Studies Teachers. As part of that “new experience,” 
Blackman raised record scholarship dollars enabling Virginia teachers to 
attend the conference. 
 Blackman once transformed his classroom into a little theater and 
invited Dana Cohen, one of the oldest survivors of a 1940s Russian labor 
camp, to meet his students and tell her heart-wrenching story. 
He commented that the reason for his teaching style is to make “history 
alive and relevant.” He also remarked that “students are tech savvy,” 
and he believes that elements of technology should be a natural part of 
instruction. Blackman shared that his daughter Brooke, who currently 
works for a university, learned Microsoft PowerPoint when she was in 
the fourth grade. Being relevant, developing positive attitudes, becoming 
good citizens, and honoring people are core to Blackman’s teaching and 
learning philosophy.
 These four learning goals sparked the year-long project IRHS Remembers: 
The Journey to Warriors Remembered. Students researched stories of 
local Vietnam veterans. The project culminated when Blackman invited 
the families of veterans to honor their fallen soldiers in the school’s 
brand new cafeteria. Blackman noted that this was a real journey for 
himself and his students, with miracles along the way. The project was a 
“continuous evolution of finding closure for some Chesapeake citizens.” 
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CELEBRATE OUR 10TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

FOURTH ANNUAL 
CHESAPEAKE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION RESTAURANT 
WEEK by Barbara Blythe

 The Chesapeake Public Schools 
Educational Foundation held its 
fourth annual Restaurant Week 
May 1 through May 8, 2015, with 
thirty-one restaurants participating, 
eight at the Gold sponsorship level.  
Many of the restaurants from last 
year joined again for this year’s 
successful event, and several new 
locations signed up.  The Educational 
Foundation is grateful for all of the 
restaurants who participated and for 
those who patronized the restaurants 
during the week. The proceeds will 
be used for classroom grants to 
enrich the education of our 
students.

Gold Sponsors
Chesapeake Pizza - 424 Battlefield Blvd. S

Cotton Southern Bistro - 648 Grassfield Pkwy., Ste 12

Cutlass Grille - 805 Battlefield Blvd., N

Experience Olives & Grapes Fusti Bar 
 6 pack sampler only - 517 Kempsville Rd., Ste 1

Grill 2 Chill - 500 S Battlefield Blvd., Ste 10

Malani’s American Cuisine - 940 Cedar Rd., Ste 102

Spaghetti Eddie’s Pizza Café - Pizza only 
 Greenbrier  - 733 Eden Way N Ste 400
 Western Branch - 3325 Taylor Ste 119

Silver Sponsors
3 Amigos - Chicken fijitas only - 500  S Battlefield Blvd. 
Angie’s Family Restaurant - Breakfast only 
 335 Centerville Tpke. S, Ste C

Bergey’s Breadbasket - CPS combo 
 2207 Mt. Pleasant Rd.

Black Pelican Seafood Co. - Dinner entrees 
 & dinner specials only - Greenbrier - 1625 Ring Rd.

Carolina Cupcakery - 1200 N Battlefield Blvd., Ste 106 & 107

Chesapeake Regional Medical Center Café
 - 736 N Battlefield Blvd.

City Deli - Great Bridge Special only  - 450 S Battlefield Blvd.

Court House Café - 350 Johnstown Rd.

Daisy Cakes - 501 Kempsville Rd., Ste 103

Ddeb’s - A Taste of Home  - 105 Old Dr.

El Gran Rodeo - 236 Carmichael Way, Ste 310

El Toro Loco - Fajita dinner only -146 Battlefield Blvd. S

Lockside Bar & Grill - 200 Battlefield Blvd., N

Lulu’s Hot Dogs - 4402 Indian River Rd.

Mister Jim’s Submarines - Orders over $10
 346 Battlefield Blvd.

Nacho Grande - 237 Hanbury Rd., E, Ste 8

Off the Hook Seafood Market Steamer 
& Raw Bar - Lunch only - 500 S Battlefield Blvd., Ste 21 & 22

Rodgers’ Banana Pudding Sauce
 Sales of 16 oz. jar of Rodgers’ Banana Pudding Sauce
 1410 Poindexter St.

Royal Thai Cuisine - 805 N Battlefield Blvd., Ste 117-118

STACKed “Breakfast and Lunch” Eatery Co.
 Burgers only -717 Eden Way N, Unit 610

The Creek Grill @ Lawrence Pharmacy - Hornet Burger only
 1156 George Washington Hwy. N

The Grill - Breakfast only M-F - 388 S Battlefield Blvd. 

Ynot Pizza & Italian Cuisine - 1036 Volvo Pkwy., Ste 7

PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS:

Welcome to Chesapeake’s Annual
RESTAURANT WEEK
Let’s Eat Out and Support 
Chesapeake Restaurants

While Supporting
Chesapeake Students*

*A donation from each meal will go to the
Chesapeake Public Schools 

Educational Foundation

May 1- 8 , 2015

 Tuesday, June 16, 2015, will be a special day for the Chesapeake Public Schools 
Educational Foundation. This will be the 10th annual golf tournament sponsored by 
the Foundation. Cahoon Plantation will be filled with golfers that morning to witness our 
famous helicopter ball drop.The person with the numbered ball that lands closest to the 
hole will receive $300, second will receive $200, and third will receive a $100 prize.
Numbered balls for the helicopter ball drop can be purchased at $5 each or 5 for $20. 
You do not need to be present to win the helicopter ball drop. If you have questions, 
call the Foundation office at 842-4081.The shotgun start will take place at 9:00 a.m. 
Our outstanding sponsors will make it a fun day that will feature monetary awards, 
hole-in-one car, longest drive, closest to the pin, great raffle prizes, golf goody bags, 
50/50, silent auction, breakfast, lunch, and of course, amazing golf!
      

GOLF
TOURNAMENT

GOLF
TOURNAMENT

THE 
FOUNDATION’S

10TH ANNUAL

by Rebecca Adams

PHASE 1 OF PROPOSED
SCIENCE AND PLANETARIUM/
OBSERVATORY CENTER

by Rebecca Adams
 Phase I of the Proposed Science and Planetarium/Observatory Center 
Project is almost complete. The Beazley Foundation gave a challenge 
grant of $125,000 to the Chesapeake Public Schools Educational 
Foundation. For every $2 raised by the Educational Foundation, the 
Beazley Foundation will provide $1. Donations have been received from 
local businesses, foundations, community members, and Chesapeake 
Public Schools employees. The incentive grants for each level of schools 
were announced at recent principal zone meetings. One elementary, 
one middle, and one high school each received a $500 grant to be used 
in their school for instructional purposes. The schools with the highest 
percentage of employees making a donation to Phase I through United 
Way and/or the Employee Campaign were: 

Camelot Elementary School
Great Bridge Middle School

Grassfield High School
 All donations to this project were greatly appreciated. We look forward 
to the new digital equipment being installed in the planetarium and 
enhancing the education of our Chesapeake Public Schools students.     
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GRADUATION
DVDs

Once again, the Chesapeake 
Public Schools Educational 
Foundation is offering for sale 
DVD copies of each complete 
graduation ceremony.The cost 
for each DVD is $25. Proceeds 
from the DVD sales will be 
used by the Chesapeake Public 
Schools Educational Foundation 
to directly benefit students and 
instructional activities of the 
school division. Please allow 
four to six weeks for delivery via 
USPS.  Additional information 
and the on-line purchase link can 
be found on the Chesapeake 
Public Schools homepage.
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL OUR 

OSCAR SMITH • DEEP CREEK 
HICKORY • WESTERN BRANCH

 GREAT BRIDGE • INDIAN RIVER • GRASSFIELD  
GRADUATES!

               AVID SUCCESS
                  by Roxane Edgerton and Melissa Goodwin
                                             Chesapeake Public Schools’ AVID program has many reasons to celebrate this school year. Both Indian River and 
              Oscar Smith High School’s AVID seniors have applied, and many have been accepted, to multiple four-year     
                                                                     colleges and universities. Our AVID program encourages students to take more rigorous courses in order               
                                                     to meet the admission criteria of colleges and universities.  As an example, Oscar Smith High School has   
                               the  honor of having one of its AVID seniors accepted to The Citadel and another announced as a Dell 
                                                          Scholarship semi-finalist. To date, this year’s AVID senior class has been awarded over $1,800,000 in academic     
                                                   and athletic scholarships.This success is thanks to a strong AVID program that works with students to provide      
                        extra academic support and a schoolwide, college-attendance culture. 
                                                                              Chesapeake Public Schools originally implemented the AVID program in 2000 at Indian River Middle     
                      School under the leadership of Dr. Linda Scott. Since then, CPS has expanded AVID program sites to      
                   include Crestwood Middle, Indian River Middle, Oscar Smith Middle, Indian River High, and Oscar Smith High. In honor of Dr. Linda              
 Scott’s commitment to the AVID program, a $500 scholarship will be awarded to an AVID senior this May. 

CHESAPEAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2015
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EXERCISES SCHEDULE

Oscar Smith
High School
Wednesday, June 10 • 7:30 p.m.

Deep Creek
High School
Thursday, June 11 •  4:00 p.m.

Hickory
High School
Thursday, June 11 • 7:30 p.m.

Western Branch
High School
Friday, June 12 • 9:30 a.m.

Great Bridge
High School
Friday, June 12 • 1:00 p.m.

Indian River
High School
Friday, June 12 • 4:30 p.m.

Grassfield
High School
Friday, June 12 • 8:00 p.m.
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Dear Mrs. Ivey,
      Coming into your class on the first day of junior    
  year easily makes my list of “nerve-wracking    
 high school moments.” People told me how hard
  Anatomy and Sports Medicine was going to be—  
 possibly the hardest class in the whole school. 
 What they didn’t tell me was how much I would 
  truly learn from not only your class, but you yourself. 
   Sports Medicine actually turned out to be my
   favorite class. One of the reasons being the 
curriculum was so complicated and demanded my concentration, while the 
main reason was the way you taught the lessons. One day we would be 
listening to a lecture, the next day classifying bones on Bonita the Bone 
Model, and the day after, wrapping and taping other people’s feet. 
  A major thing I want to say thank you for, though, is the lessons you taught 
me not as a student, but as a human being.You always told me, “There’s no 
need for tissues, Katie Brown,” when I complained about the workload. You 
always pushed me to figure out a way I would succeed, whether it was an 
effective way to study or finding new techniques to conquer the odd taping 
methods. 
  But the main thing I want to say thank you for is showing me what it’s like 
to be passionate about what you do.  A  job like yours is easy to find, but a 
teacher with your dedication is hard to come by. 
   Thank you,     
   Katie Brown, Great Bridge High School

Dear Mrs. McIntyre (formerly Ms. Schoch),
   It’s crazy to think that seven years ago I was having
   my name called out to receive my fifth grade 
  certificate. Moving on to middle school, 
 I believed that elementary school was in the past,  
  and I was finally off to bigger and better things. 
 However, as I have continued through my 
 education, there have been many times where I 
  have turned back to my fifth grade year, and with   
  that, I have some thank-yous I need to address. 
   First, thank you for pushing me to achieve my fullest potential.  
Though many of my fifth grade goals revolved around AR points and earning 
the most “class money,” those achievements were the foundation for my 
current achievements and motivation. Second, thank you for praising me for 
both my successes and my failures. The fact that you never gave up on me 
helped me to gain the confidence to become the student I am today. 
And finally, thank you for everything that you have done for not only me, 
but for every student that you have taught throughout your career. 
   The impact you have had on my life has been overwhelming, and you 
continue to be my inspiration and role model both in life and in the classroom. 
As I graduate high school, the impact you had in my life will remain imprinted 
in my heart. I cannot wait to grow up and begin my teaching career so I may 
impact students the same way that you have impacted me.
      Your former student,
   Alexis Helmer, Hickory High School 

Dear Mrs. Davidson,  
      Before I begin, I want to start off by saying that
   you are awesome! It’s a fact. You are the only    
 teacher I know who can handle over 50 teenagers  
  stuffed into a small trailer without (completely) 
  losing your mind. Despite the constant struggle of  
  having your voice heard in a room full of talkative  
 students, you manage to get through to everyone  
  on a personal level. Your passion for music is    
  evident in the way you teach. In fact, our 
orchestra has managed to receive superior ratings for the past four years, 
which is a pretty big deal, if you ask me. 
  I feel that you do not hear this enough; therefore, I wanted to say thank 
you for all that you have done for not only me, but for the entire music 
department at Deep Creek High School. Orchestra has always been a 
class I can look forward to, especially because of you! From school to 
family issues to the death of a close friend, I have lost count of the times 
that you have helped me get through hardships in my life.You are 
trustworthy, patient, and understanding, which has helped me enormously.  
  I admire you for your ability to take things as they come.Regardless of 
the many “complications” that have occurred during our concerts, field trips, 
and even class time, you take every moment with grace and utilize your 
creativity in order to make a memorable moment for everyone. Because of 
this, I try to emulate this philosophy in my lifestyle. Being your student has 
taught me to enjoy every moment of each day by celebrating the good 
things and working with the bad. Thank you for celebrating with me through 
the good times, and comforting me in the bad. I will take your kind spirit 
and wonderful memories with me into college and the rest of my life. 
   With endless gratitude, your student,
                                               Sarah Ayyad, Deep Creek High School

    Dear Mrs. DeLorme,
   Where do I begin? You have contributed a great  
  deal to the person I am now; you sparked my 
  passion for field hockey and my love for math.  
 I appreciate the experiences I had in your classroom  
  and on the field more than you will ever know. I am  
  fortunate to have had a brilliant, kindhearted person  
  as my teacher for my first high school math course.  
 As I think back on my last year at Greenbrier Middle  
 School, I remember your positive attitude and your  
enthusiastic nature. You engaged the students, and you found a way to make 
the subject both relevant and enjoyable.  
  After graduation, I will be attending college to pursue a career as a high 
school math teacher, and I have you to thank for inspiring me.Thank you 
for providing me with leadership opportunities and skills that have prepared me 
for various tasks in high school and beyond. Thank you for your constant 
support; I am always excited to see you and Lindsey now and again. 
I am blessed to have you as a part of my life, and I am grateful for the 
interest you took in me and the relationship we grew to have.
      Gratefully,
      Margaret Nye, Grassfield High School

A SPECIAL THANK-YOU: SEVEN SENIORS SEND A
PERSONAL MESSAGE TO SEVEN TEACHERS

continued on page 6
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   I am Chantel Baker, a graduating senior, from Oscar  
  Frommel Smith High School. Throughout my four   
  years of high school, I have obtained success 
  and achieved many of my goals; however, I could 
  not have fully achieved it on my own. I would like to
   express an enormous amount of gratitude to my
   former teacher, Mrs. Meredith Strahan. Mrs. Strahan  
  taught me during my freshman and sophomore 
  years of high school. She made it her initial goal
 to help me configure plans for after graduation. After realizing college was the 
next step for me, she used every resource possible to ensure that I would be 
able to acquire that dream. Not only has she taught me basic fundamentals, 
she has also instilled life lessons. Whenever I needed guidance or a shoulder 
to lean on, she was always willing to give her assistance. Mrs. Strahan has 
been a mentor in my life and impacted me in positive ways. She has helped 
mold me into the woman I am becoming, and I am thankful for all of her help. 
Thank you, Mrs. Strahan, for accepting me with open arms, lending me your 
guidance, and indulging me with your warm spirit.
   Thank you,
      Chantel Baker, Oscar Smith High School

Dear Mrs. Montanez,
      Often times, a simple thank-you goes unspoken,  
 but a humble, compassionate spirit such as yours  
 deserves the utmost gratitude and recognition. 
  Your persistence and passion go far beyond your   
  field's calling. You have taught me what it takes to  
  be successful -- never to give up and that when    
 times get tough, to push even harder. You epitomize  
  the admirable qualities of a teacher who is ever so 
  confident, not only as a teacher, but also as an 
individual. For the past three years, you have been an inspirational mentor, 
teaching me lessons that I will take with me far beyond the walls of our 
school. Altogether, you represent the profession well and, most importantly, 
our school. You are never quick to judge, but instead, you welcome each of 
your students with open arms. You find the beauty of each student and praise 
his or her talents and differences. There were days when I felt, "Today is not 
a good day," but from the time I entered your class until the time class ended, 
I left feeling the complete opposite. The energy you bring forth is inevitably 
rewarding and invigorating. 
  I can never thank you enough for all you do for our school and how much 
you have impacted me over the years. I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
   Fondly,
   Crystal Eley, Western Branch High School

Dear Mr. Rankin,
   I came into physics last year extremely excited 
 and nervous: nervous because I was taking AP
  physics and excited because I was in a really 
  small class with the famous Mr. Rankin. I heard a 
  lot of great things about you as both a teacher and  
  person: “He has the best ties,” “great sense of    
 humor,” and much, much more! Your ties truly lived  
 up to the expectations. 
   I learned so much last year. I never thought I 
would actually enjoy doing word problems, but your airplane drawing, or at 
least that is what you called it, made it all worth it. I especially enjoyed 
performing the numerous labs we did, although writing the lab reports wasn’t 
as fun. I specifically liked the concave lens lab we did outside. I did not expect 
to burn a sheet of paper with sunlight. The entire experience ended with a 
wonderful five on the AP test, all thanks to you.You are a phenomenal 
teacher!
  Thank you for all the knowledge you have given me and thank you for the 
numerous recommendation letters you wrote for me. They definitely helped 
me get into many colleges and receive scholarships. Congrats on your 
retirement!  Indian River will truly miss such a valued member of its faculty. 
   Thank you,
   Vishakha Sehgal, Indian River High School

As a result of this student research, the mayor of Chesapeake, Alan 
Krasnoff, presented an American flag to one veteran’s family to show 
honor publicly where none had previously been shown. 
 Blackman’s educational and community contributions led to one recognition 
from the VFW Post 2894 Department, District 2 as they nominated him 
for VFW High School Teacher of the Year. In January of this year, the 
nomination was a success and Craig was honored as the State VFW 
High School Teacher of the Year and just a week later, he received the 
exciting news that he was selected as the VFW National Teacher of the 
Year. He was publicly honored April 2015 at the SSG Jonathan Kilian 
Dozier Memorial Post 2894 in Chesapeake and will be honored this 
summer at the VFW National Convention in Pittsburgh.
 A part of his focus and resolve comes from his everyday devotions. 
On the evening of our conversation, Craig mentioned reading one of 
the Apostle Paul’s letters that encouraged him to do something “astonishing 
and amazing.” Blackman assured me that he could not accomplish 
much without the “tremendously talented and committed people who 
promote social studies.” Regarding his IRHS colleagues, he spoke of the 
“multitasking geniuses” he works with on a daily basis. And even though 
he tries to attribute his success to the individuals that surround him, they 
would all probably agree that astonishing and amazing are the words 
that personify Blackman’s own career as an American educator. 
  Twenty-five years ago, Craig married Joette, 
 an accomplished media producer for an international  
 audience. They live in Chesapeake, Virginia, with
  their two daughters, Brooke and Syndey, who
  transformed Craig and Joette’s life into something   
 better and stronger. 
   

4-DAY SUMMER WORKWEEK FOR 
CHESAPEAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Chesapeake Schools will operate on a 4-day summer workweek 
Monday - Thursday, from June 15 - August 14. Facilities will be open 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. This does not include the week of June 29. 
All employees will work regular hours during that week, and school 
facilities will be closed for the holiday on Friday, July 3.

CRAIG BLACKMAN continued from page 2
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MY VIEW
Dr. Jim Roberts, Superintendent

 As we approach the end of another school year, I want to express my gratitude and appreciation to you, the employees of the 
Chesapeake Public Schools, for the impact you have on the lives of our students. Administrators, teachers, and support staff are critical 
to our success and that of our students. Please accept my sincere thanks for creating an educational environment that is challenging and 
inspiring, often with limited resources and time constraints. In light of this, I would like to share some of the recognitions and achievements 
earned this past year by our Chesapeake Schools’ family as they have served as beacons in guiding us through our educational journey.
 • Rose Horton of Oscar Smith High School was selected to attend the Virginia Center for Excellence in Teaching.
 • Lisa Brennan-Webb, Julia Young, Christie de Vera, Laura Martinez-Hicks, Barbara Fortner, Margaret Atkinson, Nancy Parrish, 
  and Alan McKee were chosen to participate in the Virginia Initiative for Science Teaching and Achievement.
 • Butts Road Intermediate, Great Bridge Middle School, Great Bridge High School, Rena B. Wright Primary School, 
  and Southeastern Elementary School were named National PTA Schools of Excellence.
 • Krista Hendricks of Oscar Smith High School was recognized by the Virginia Art Education Association for her graphic design 
  for the invitation, flyer, and poster for the art show “Beyond the Classroom.”
 • Greenbrier Intermediate School was recognized as a 2014 Virginia Naturally School for their efforts in environmental 
  conservation and stewardship.
 • Kathy Jones of the Chesapeake Center for Science and Technology was recognized by the Virginia Health and Medical 
  Sciences Association as the Region II Teacher of the Year. 
 • Theresa Caffee of Western Branch High School was named the 2014 Virginia Association of Marketing Educators Teacher of the Year.
 • Hickory High School was named the 2013-2014 Wells Fargo Cup Champion for Group 5A.
 • Working in Support of Education recognized Grassfield High School, Great Bridge High School, Hickory High School, 
  Indian River High School, Oscar Smith High School, and Western Branch High School as Blue Star schools based on 
  educating students in the area of personal finance.  Several teachers received the Gold Star Teacher certification for their 
  efforts with this program.
 • Chesapeake Public Schools was recognized as a Virginia School Boards Association Certified Green School Division.
 • Kim Pinello of Hickory Elementary School was awarded the James D. Mullins Leadership Award as an administrator who 
  shows exceptional support of reading.
 • Brian Haughinberry of Grassfield High School was recognized by the Virginia Association of Secondary School Principals 
  as the 2015 Outstanding Secondary School Assistant Principal of Virginia.
 • Anne Reilly of Crestwood Intermediate School was named the Virginia Federation of the Council for Exceptional Children’s 
  Teacher of the Year.
 • Hickory Middle School was selected as a School to Watch by the National Forum to Accelerate Middle School Reform.
 • Dusti Harrell of Grassfield High School was recognized as the division 6A Cheer Coach of the Year.
 • Craig Blackman of Indian River High School was named the National Veterans of Foreign Wars High School Teacher of the Year.
 • Truitt Intermediate School received the 2015 J & A Racing Youth Fitness Initiative Award.
 • Nancy Ritinski and Susan Pollard were designated National Board Certified Teachers and Terri Meehan recertified as a 
  National Board Certified Teacher.
 • Peggy Ratliff of Oscar Smith High School was one of forty individuals in the U. S. selected to attend the Robert Rauschenberg  
  Foundation Conference on art education’s effect on students with learning differences.
 • Meredith Strahan of Oscar Smith High School has been selected to be an AVID 2015 Summer Institute speaker this July 
  in Philadelphia.
 • Maurice Frazier of Oscar Smith High School was awarded the Distinguished Technology and Engineering Professional Award 
  of Excellence.
 • Western Branch High School received the National Athletic Trainers Association Safe Sports award for its athletic program.
 These achievements reflect only some of the academic and competitive achievements of Chesapeake Public Schools employees 
through encouragement, innovation, and creativity. Thank you for your dedication and determination to provide the students of 
Chesapeake a quality education. May you take the time this summer for relaxation with family and friends, finding those special 
moments to renew and revitalize spirit and mind.   
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Diamond Anniversary

WFOS Celebrates 60 Years of Service to Chesapeake
by Richie Babb

Some things get better with
age. Some things are lucky to
age at all. It isn't clear which
category Chesapeake Public
Schools' FM radio station fits
into. What is clear is that a
station that started with an
idea in a student's head in
1954 can reflect on a sixty-
year history of providing
music, community news, 
emergency information, and a
place where Chesapeake's
students can learn the intricate
art and science of
broadcasting.

Paul Rule was a senior at
Oscar Smith High School in
1 954. His father, who had
training in engineering, moved
his family to South Norfolk
to take ajob at WTAR-AM.
"My dad studied electrical
engineering at the University
of Texas and Virginia Tech.
His first job when he came
to the Tidewater area was to

about researching the details
of setting up such a station.
I n this research, Rule saw

Oscar Smith student Paul Rule is
pictured here in the 1955 Yearbook. 
He and friend, Ed Shipley,
conceptualized WFOS as well as find-
ing the funding and a used antenna.

might be willing to donate the
funds for the radio station. 
"Ed and l made our little
presentation at her house in
the Lockhaven section of
Norfolk. She was one of the
most pleasant women you
could imagine. She said,
‘That's a great idea. I'll
certainly give you
$1,200.'"

No one seems to remember
how the tower was financed.
It was purchased, however,
assembled on the roof of Oscar
Smith High School, tipped
over the side and attached to
a concrete pad that had been
poured. The public address
room at the school served as
the studio. Rule recalls that it
was a fair studio. "The public
address console was, in effect,
a mixing board. It had a
turntable.  We were, however,
missing a tape deck." The

to do that. He was at Old
Dominion, which at the time,
was still the Norfolk campus
of William and Mary. He was
our consulting engineer at
no cost. As I remember, the
fellow's name was Dickerson,
but I'm not sure."

WFOS signed on the air
May 18, 1955, with a full 
ten watts at 90.5 FM. "We
actually lost some power going
up the transmission line so
we were actually radiating a
little more than seven watts,
somewhat the equivalent of a
night light bulb," Rule said.

In an interview in her
Granby Street apartment,
Helen Winslow, the first
faculty sponsor of the radio
club, recalled that Rule and
Shipley were the driving
forces for getting the station
started. "I came along after
the fellows were underway.

climb the towers and replace tape deck the students wanted They needed a sponsor, and
the little bulbs at the top. So
I kind of grew up with an
interest in broadcasting."

Rule was reading some
broadcasting articles at the
beginning of his senior year
and discovered that a class of
FM stations that were non-
commercial  and ed ucational 
could be licensed with ten
watts of power.

"I said, 'Well, gee, this
could be a chance to get a
high school radio station,"
Rule remembers. He and
his friend Ed Shipley set

a classified advertisement
announcing that Rollins
College in Florida was in the
process of increasing their
power and was interested
in selling its ten-watt
transmitter and antenna. 
"They were offering to sell
the transmitter, transmission
line, and antenna for
$1,200."

Someone suggested that
Ruth Smith, the widow of
Oscar Frommel Smith, who 
had given the money for the
construction of the stadium,

cost $500. "It came packed in
a Samsonite suitcase so you
could carry it out in the field to 
do recordings. It cost, I think,
$545. We were able to talk the
school board into buying that
for us."

Applications were filed
with the FCC. Rule and
Shipley were able to fill out
most of the application, but the
engineering section had to be
completed by someone with
a first-class radio-telephone
license. "We got someone

I agreed." According to
Winslow, a board made up of
students and faculty members
oversaw the operation of the
station.  WFOS broadcasted
music, stories read over
the air for children, school
news, football games,
and educational meetings.
Winslow especially remembers
the broadcast of the dedication

Continued onpage 2

REPRINTED FROM WFOS PROGRAM GUIDE



of the statue in front of the
Chrysler museum.  She had
begun teaching in 1949 in
South Norfolk.

In 1960, she transferred
to Norfolk Public Schools,
"because they were paying
more money." She taught in
Norfolk until her retirement
in 1993. She indicated that
working with the radio station
was a valuable experience,
citing the additional
knowledge she gained as the
sponsor.

WFOS was on the air in
the afternoons after school for 
a few hours a day. Raymond
Jones, former media specialist
in South Norfolk and radio
broadcast instructor at WFOS,
among ma n y other positions
he held in the Chesapeake
Public Schools, remembers
getting a mimeographed 
announcement that Oscar
Smith was putting WFOS on
the air. "We had an FM
station, but nobody had FM
radios." Raymond

Rock Around the Clock WFOS
student is pictured here with Bill
Haley (of the Comets). Many radio
students have had the opportunity to
meet some of their favorite
musicians.

became involved in the radio
program in 1960, when he was
an eighth grader. "I had to buy
my first FM radio to listen to
myself on the air. My family
didn't have one and I don't
think too many other people
did, either." Jones operated
the station for all of his high
school years. "Sign-off time
was determined by what time
my mother got off from the 
phone company. She would 
pull her car up out front and
I 'd sign the station off."

The station stayed on the
air at Oscar Smith, operated
by students in the afternoons
into the l 970s. By the middle
of that decade, the equipment

was beginning to age.
By Jones's recollection,

then Superintendent Dr.
Kenneth Fulp made the
decision that if the Chesapeake
Public Schools was going to
have a station it should be
available to all students in the
city and, as Jones put it, "It
should be done right."

Jack Garrison, then a
technician at the Educational
Resource Center who had a
great deal of radio experience ,
was selected to move the
station from Oscar Smith
to the then, Chesapeake
Technical Center. Garrison
was given a limited budget
to set up a radio station in
a portable classroom. That
included buying equipment
and erecting a real tower.
The height of that tower was
determined by how much
Garrison could spend and
still have money left for the 
turntables, microphones, and
other necessities. That job was
completed in l 977. At that
time, WFOS was still at 90.3
FM, but with the increased
power of 1,500 watts and
with a tower that measured
approximately 180 feet.

Garrison and Jones ran the
station until 1983, when Jones
was promoted and Dennis
McCurdy came on board to
teach the radio course at the
Center and serve as program 
director. Garrison remained as
teacher and chief e ngineer
until his retirement in 1986.
Dave Desler took his place at 
that time.

WFOS moved to 90.3 in
the late l 980s. It came to its 
current place on the dial (88.7
FM) through some frequency
swapping between W H RO, the
Portsmouth Public Schools, and
the Chesapeake Public Schools. 
The frequency swap allowed
WFOS to increase its power to
15,500 watts, although a
section of northern Virginia
Beach gets bad reception
because of a requirement that
the station reduce its power in
that area because of a low-
power FM station in the
Pembroke area

that broadcasts at 88.5.
In1999, the school

system 's program e valuation
department c onduc t ed  a n  
a s s es s men t  of  the radio
station and its instructional
program. That a s s e s s m e n t
determined that much of the
equipment had reached the end
of its life, the portable
classroom that housed it was
beyond its service life, and
that a person dedicated solely
to teaching would improve
WFOS.

Up, Up, and Away Two students
place the tower for WFOS's
antenna, which would broadcast a
signal of about I0watts.

Money was budgeted
to move the station inside
the Center for Science and
Technology and to update the
equipment on which students
would be learning radio.
Melvin Gardner now teaches 
the radio course.

The format of the station,
once top forty then classical,
plays music on a block format.
Big Band music is on the air
from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Monday through Friday. That
is followed by the rebroadcast
of an old-time radio show at 
9:00 a.m. More Big Band
and classic vocalists carry
listeners to noon. At that
time, hits and B-side songs
from the '50s, '60s, and ‘70s
are on the air. One of the
station's most popular
programs is the afternoon
drive time Blues program
from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

That is followed by a show
that highlights songs from
the '70s and '80s. "The
Roots," a show that is an
omnibus of music from the 
'50s, '60s, ‘70s, and Blues,
is on the air from 10:00 p.m.
until midnight. The station
is automated from 12:00
midnight until 6:00 a.m.

Highlights from the 
weekend schedule include
"Larry's Beach Party" which
features beach and shag music
as well as danceable Rhythm
and Blues. That begins airing
at 12:00 noon on Saturdays.
Full opera performances and
"Saturday Bandstand" are also
on the air on the weekends.
Sonny Hill’s “Classic Country” 
show is on Monday and Friday 
mornings from 4:00 a.m. to
8:00 a.m.

WFOS is an affiliate of
Westwood One Radio News
and streams its audio over the
Internet all over the world
from cpschools.com.  
Comments from Houston,
Texas and London have come
in on the comment page.

At least one percent of
all radio listeners in
Chesapeake, Norfolk,
Portsmouth, Suffolk,
Hampton, Newport News,
Virginia Beach, Gloucester
County, York County, and
Perquimans County, North
Carolina listen to WFOS.

WFOS has certainly grown
with age since its inception at
Oscar Smith High School s ix ty
years ago. It has survived that
long because of the consistent
service it provides for students,
Chesapeake residents, and
listeners all over Hampton
Roads. That has not changed
over its long history as a part 
of the Chesapeake Public
Schools.

You've Come a Long Way
Shauniece Morgan, a radio student at
the Center for Science and
Technology, reads a newscast from the
Associated Press.  The current studio
was constructed in l 999 and 2000. 9
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HAVE A 
GREAT SUMMER!! 

WATCH FOR OUR BACK-TO-SCHOOL
 ISSUE IN THE FALL! 

The Editorial Board of THE FOCUS

CHESAPEAKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2015 RETIREES

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO ALL OUR RETIREES!CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO ALL OUR RETIREES!

DEBORAH ARMISTEAD
LAWANDA ARTIS
REGINA BANKS
DENISE BATEMAN
BELINDA BERRY
MAUREEN BLUNT
PAULETTE BOND
EVELYN BOONE
LILY BRABBLE
PATRICIA BRENNAN
VICKI BRYANT
CRIT CAUDILL, JR.
ELAINE CHASE
STEPHANIEANN CHATTIN
CARMEN CHILDRESS
DEBORAH CLEAVES
DEBORAH COLLINS
STEVEN COTTON
PEGGY COUSER
JACQUELINE CROSS
SCHRONDA DANIELS
JANE DAVIS
TERESA DAVIS
MICHAEL DEAN
DIANE DECKER
SUSAN DIXON
CAROLYN EDWARDS
MERRIFIELD EHRHARD
LYNN ELLIS
WILLIAM ETCHISON
MYRA EUDY
CAROLYN EVANOSKY
PATRICIA FAGAN
ANNIE FRANKLIN
JAMES FRYE
ROBIN GAINEY
MARILYNN GEORGES

MARK GERHARDT
ASCENCION GOMEZ
NANCY GORKOWSKI
DANNY GRAHAM
IRIS GREEN
JOAN GREGORY
RICHARD GRIFFIN
CALVIN GRISHAM
CYNTHIA GUARD
REGINA GUTHNER
SERETHIA HARRIS
JOSEPH HASSELL
MARY HINTON
LUCY HOESSLY
THERESA HOLLAND
BARBARA HURWITT
ROBERT HURWITT
ALBERT JAMES
SHEILA JIMENEZ
WILLIAM JOE
HARRY JOHNSON, JR.
MICHAEL JOHNSON
RITA JOHNSON
SUSANNA JOHNSON
KATHLEEN JONES
LINDA JONES
RUDOLPH KALCEVIC
BETTY KEELING
JEAN KEELING
CAROL KEFFER
LARRY KNIGHT
BONNIE KNOWLES
BEVERLY LASSITER
DAGNY LAUCKHARDT
PAULETTE LEFCZUK
PAUL LEIN
TIPPIE LEMIEUX

LORRAINE LENDA
EARL O. LEWIS
JEANETTE LOWERY
MARTHA LOWERY
CATHERINE MANI
RONALD MCINTYRE
CATHY MERTZ
PATRICIA MITCHELL
PATRICIA MIZELLE
KATHLEEN MONROE
LOIS MOORE
PATRICIA MOORE
ROSANNA MOORE
ARTHUR VANCE MORGAN
PATRICIA MOSLEY
JEAN NEWMAN
JOSEPH O'KEEFE
ELLEN PACKER
BECKY PAITSEL
CONNIE PARKER
LEONA PARKER
ROBERT PARKER
YVONNE PARKER
LINDA PENDLETON
MARY PITTENGER
PATRICIA PLATZ
JACQUELINE POE
SHARON POTTS
ANNIE PRAYER
DEBORAH QUIDLEY
STEPHEN RANKIN
LORIEN RHODES
LOUISE RICHARDSON
EULA RICKS
AUDREY ROSS
CARMEN SANTIAGO
WILLIAM SAVOY

ELIZABETH SCHATZ
LINDA SCOTT
FRANCES SELFRIDGE
GLORIA SHACKLEY
LINDA SHERBINSKY
FELICIA SMITH
SHIRLEY SMITH
SHERYL SODERGREN
BERNADETTE SPARROW
WILLIAM STALEY
ELIZABETH STANFIELD 
JOANN STATON
GENE STOCKS
CAROLYN STONEMAN
ANTOINETTE STOVALL
ELIZABETH STUBLEN
CLAUDIA TATE
ANDREA THORNE
BOBBY TOLLESON
RANDALL TRIVETT
ANDREA TURNER
MELANIE TURNER
THOMAS VAUGHAN
RICHARD VENTERS
CAROL VICK
KIMBERLY VINCENT
PATRICIA WATERS
BARBARA WEISSBERGER
SANDRA WESTON
BRENDA WIGGINS
MAE WILLAMS
JUDY WILLIAMSON
REGINALD WINGATE
LOUISE WINSTON
LINDA WOOLARD
 
 
 
 

 
 


