
 
November 17, 2020 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

This is Jared Cotton, Superintendent of Chesapeake Public Schools, with a few important 

announcements.   

 

As you know, we are closely watching the COVID-19 test positivity and case incidence in our 

area.  Recently, these numbers have been rising and I shared my concerns about the current numbers at 

last night’s School Board meeting.  We have been in close contact with our local health department and 

evidence suggests that the cases we have seen in our schools are the result of community transmission, 

not school-based transmission. While this is a good sign that our health and mitigation strategies are 

working in our buildings, we must remain cautious. Currently, we do not have plans to make a change to 

our On-Campus Continuum, but we want our families to be aware that our plans could shift suddenly if the 

burden of the disease in our community continues to rise. 

 

Our goal has always been to provide as much in-person instruction as is safely possible. Our teachers and 

staff are working diligently to ensure this continues, but we need your help. To put it simply, our success in 

preventing the introduction and transmission of COVID-19 in our schools is directly connected to and 

dependent upon preventing the transmission in our community. We are asking you to join our students in 

knowing and practicing the 4 Ws and commit to doing your part to keep our schools open: 

• Wear a face mask, 

• Wash your hands regularly, 

• Watch your distance from others, and  

• Wait until you're well to return to school or work.  

We want to thank you for working with us on these important safety measures.  

 

I know it may seem like a long way off, but in order to prepare for the second semester, we have an 

important item that requires action on your part. Please login to your ParentVue account between now and 

December 4, 2020, to indicate your learning option for the second semester.  Whichever option you 

choose for your child, on-campus or online, your commitment will be in effect from February 3, 2020 

through the end of the school year.  Visit our website for more information about this important action 

item. 

 

Finally, as you plan to safely celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday, we’d like to thank you for your continued 

support with a small gift of time.  Wednesday, November 25, 2020, originally scheduled as an early 

release day for our students, is now a full holiday for all students and staff.  In addition, to provide 

additional planning time for our elementary teachers, the Board approved additional early release days for 

our elementary schools. Please refer to our website for more information about these approved calendar 

changes. 

 

Thank you for your time and attention to these important updates. 

https://cpschools.com/communications/parent-alert-system-pas-messages/
https://cpschools.com/communications/parent-alert-system-pas-messages/
https://cpschools.com/family-choice-window/
https://cpschools.com/family-choice-window/
https://cpschools.com/2020-calendar-change/
https://cpschools.com/2020-calendar-change/

