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Parent Resource Center  
Summer Hours  

The Parent Resource  Center will  close  
June 24, 2019, through July 29, 2019.   
The Parent Resource  Center will open 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon from  August 1,
2019,  to August  23,  2019.  Regular
officer  hours will resume on August
26, 2019.
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Use  Summer Fun to Build 
Background Knowledge  

You do not  need to have a  book in  
hand to help your  child become  a  
better reader.  Interesting experiences 
give  kids a  broader framework for  
new information they  might encounter  
in books.  When kids have  many  
experiences to draw on,  they  have  a  
better chance  of making a connection 
with what they read!  

How can you  help build  
background knowledge this 
summer?  

Step 1:  Take summer field trips  
Go to  the park,  the zoo, the aquarium,  
a sports event, a  historical landmark,  
or a children’s museum.   Go on a  hike  
or to a  natural attraction in your area.   
When you are indoors, watch a TV  
program  about volcanoes or  the  
rainforest or marsupials,  or use  the  
web to take a  virtual field trip to  a  
faraway place.  

Step 2:  Talk About it  
Talk about the  plants and animals you 
see, or rules of a  game, or the history  
of your town,  or the  new things you 
learned.   Ask questions that get your  
child to talk, like “If you c ould be  one  
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of those animals we saw today, which 
one would you be?” or “Why do you 
think those boulders were shaped like 
that?” 

Step 3:  Follow up with a book 
Find out what interests your child and 
visit the library to get more 
information.  Check out books about 
butterflies or basketball players, 
whatever caught your child’s 
attention.  Encourage their learning 
with comments like, “That was cool 
to see the inside of a computer at the 
museum today. Let’s learn more 
about that.” 

You could even have your children 
create their own book, with photos or 
illustrations of your activity and their 
own commentary.  This is great 
writing practice and makes a 
wonderful summer memory book. 

Building background knowledge is 
not just fun; it is also a great way to 
spend your summer! 



 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
   

 
  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   

 
 

 
   
    

  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
  

  
   

  
 

   
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

  
   

   
 

  
 

  
 

 

Special Education Services 
The Chesapeake Public Schools will 
implement on-going and continuous 
strategies to identify, locate, and evaluate 
children who are suspected as having a 
disability and/or need special education and 
related services as defined in the Virginia 
Regulations. These are children who are 
residing within its jurisdiction or children 
parentally placed in private schools 
(including those that are home-schooled or 
home-tutored) within its jurisdiction who are 
birth to age 21. Strategies will focus on: 
children in typical homes; children who are 
mobile, including those who are homeless or 
migrant, and who are wards of the state; 
children who are under 18, who are 
suspected of having a disability who need 
special education and related services, and 
who are incarcerated in a regional or local 
jail for ten (10) or more days; and children 
who are suspected of having a disability, 
even though they are advancing from grade 
to grade.  Any child who is identified as 
having a disability and qualifies for special 
education is entitled to a free appropriate 
public education designed to meet his/her 
needs.  

Staff members are available to assist in the 
referral process for special education 
services and to explain the nature of 
disabilities, the early warning signs of 
disabilities, and the need for services to 
begin early.  For additional information 
about 2-4 year old children suspected of 
having a disability, contact the Preschool 
Intake Team at 494-7600.  For school-aged 
children, please contact your child’s school, 
the special education administrator assigned 
to your child’s home-zoned school at 494-
7600, or the Parent Information Specialist at 
the Parent Resource Center at 482-5923.  

Special Education 
Advisory Committee 

Chesapeake’s Special Education Advisory 
Committee (SEAC) advises the school board, 
administrators, parents, and teachers of the 
educational needs for children with 
disabilities.  The committee consists of 
parents, guardians, family members of 
children with disabilities, and 
representatives from public agencies.  For 
more information about SEAC and when it 
meets, contact the Office of Special 
Education at the Edwards Wilson Center, 
494-7600. 

Special Education 
Transition Services 

The goal of transition planning is to prepare 
students with disabilities for life after high 
school.  All students receiving special 
education services, including speech 
services, need assistance in their transition 
to life after graduation. Transition planning 
begins no later than grade 9 or age 14; 
whichever comes first.  For more 
information on transition and to identify 
the transition specialist for your child’s 
school, contact the Parent Resource Center, 
482-5923. 



 

 
 

   
 

  
  

   

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

   

 
 

   
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
  

Summer Activities 

Chesapeake Public Libraries 

The local libraries have quite a few
events scheduled. For a complete 
listing of events and registration, go 
to https://events.infopeake.org/. 
Below is a listing of a few events
that will be happening this summer. 

Chesapeake Codes: Juniors 
Friday, June 21, 2019 

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Central Library 

Youth & Family Activity Room 

Jump in to coding technology with
state-of-the-art robots, interactive 
iPads, effortless apps, and gaming
software to become a junior
computer whiz and engineer of the
future! Ages Kindergarten to 2nd 

grade. 

Presenter Information:  Central 
Youth and Family Services
CPL_YFS@infopeake.org 

Teeny Tiny Farm 
Friday, July 5, 2019 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Dr. Clarence V. Cuffee Library 

Open Area 

The baby petting zoo is coming to
you!  Discover mini goats, pigs, 
ferrets, rats, chicks or turtles. All 
animals are tame and looking
forward to meeting you. All age 
groups are welcome. 

https://events.infopeake.org/
mailto:CPL_YFS@infopeake.org
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CL: Paws to Read 
Saturday, July 13, 2019 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Central Library 
Meeting Room 

Read to a certified therapy dog. 
Improve your reading skills and
make new canine friends! Grades K-
5. 

Presenter:  Youth and Family 
Services 

Chesapeake Parks 
And 

Recreation 
Summer BLAST 

Day Camp 

Summer Blast provides enriching
experiences where everyone will 
enjoy a summer full of nature,
water fun, games, field trips, sports, 
and arts & crafts. Each week will 

allow participants to explore new
activities in a fun and safe 
atmosphere. For more information
visit, http://www.cityofchesapeake.
net/government/city-
departments/departments/parks-
recreation-tourism/camps-after-
school-programs/summer-blast-
day-camp.html 

Summer BLAST 2019 

Dates: June 17–August 16, 2019,
Monday-Friday (No program on 
July 4, 2019) 

Times: 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Locations: Camelot, Deep Creek,
Great Bridge, Indian River, River
Crest, South Norfolk, and Western
Branch Community Centers 

Cost: $85 per participant per week
and $25 one-time registration fee 

The only way to reserve your 
child's space each week is to pay 
for that week. 

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/government/city-departments/departments/parks-recreation-tourism/camps-after-school-programs/summer-blast-day-camp.html
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http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/government/city-departments/departments/parks-recreation-tourism/camps-after-school-programs/summer-blast-day-camp.html
http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/government/city-departments/departments/parks-recreation-tourism/camps-after-school-programs/summer-blast-day-camp.html
http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/government/city-departments/departments/parks-recreation-tourism/camps-after-school-programs/summer-blast-day-camp.html
http://www.cityofchesapeake


  

 

 
 

 

   
 

    
   

    
   

  
 

   
    

 
   

 

  
 
  

  
  

  
  

  
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
 

 
  

  

 

 

 
 

 

EACH WEEK IS FIRST-COME, 
FIRST-SERVED. 

Norfolk Zoo 
Summer Safari Camps 

Experience the amazing world of
animals with Summer Safari Camps 
at the Virginia Zoo!  Safari Camps
are an exciting opportunity for
rising Kindergarten – 8th grade
students to dive into nature in safe,
hands-on, and age-appropriate 
activities. Campers of all abilities
and learning styles can enjoy a fun,
action packed week where they will
encounter animals up close, express
their creativity, and explore the
entire Zoo. Behind the scenes 
adventures and games galore, Safari
Camp is a new way to discover the
natural world. 

All Safari Camp programs support
Virginia Standards of Learning and
Next Generation Science Standards. 
A summary of topics for each
program is available upon request.
Military and first responders will be
offered a special rate the week of 

July 15 and August 5.  For more 
information on registration and
prices go to www.virginiazoo.org 

The Children’s Museum of 
Virginia, Portsmouth 

The Children’s Museum of Virginia
is a place where families and
caregivers with children ages 1-11 
are encouraged to imagine, explore,
and discover together through play.
Children step inside a world where 
bubbles grow bigger than they are,
where the forces of energy electrify
and spark their imagination, where
they can be a farmer, a banker, a 
scientist, a star gazer and more. For
information on summer sessions 
visit http://childrensmuseumvirgin
ia.com/camps/. 

For a listing of summer camps for 
children with disabilities, contact the 
Parent Resource Center, 482-5923. 

http://www.virginiazoo.org/
http://childrensmuseumvirginia.com/camps/
http://childrensmuseumvirginia.com/camps/


  
   

   
  

 
    

    
  

   

  

   
 

    
 
  

    
   

  
   

  
 

  
 

 
    

   
 

  
 
  

  
 

 
    

   
   

  
  

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Tech Bytes 
Parents’ Guide To SmartPhone 

Safety 
Smartphones are essentially little 
computers.  So you might be a little worried 
when handing one over to your child.  Take 
some time to understand the risks and 
implement a few safeguards so that you can 
help your child use smartphones safely. 

The Risks 

• Cyberbullying 
With the constant connectivity 
of smartphones, your child may 
be more susceptible to 
cyberbullying or have more 
opportunities to cyberbully 
others. 

• Geolocation 
A GPS-enabled smartphone can 
reveal your child’s location 
through online posts and 
uploaded photos. 

• Inappropriate Content 
With smartphones, your child 
has mobile access to content you 
may consider inappropriate, 
such as pornography or violent 
videos. 

• Sexting 
Your child may use the Internet 
and social apps to send, receive, 
or forward revealing photos. 

• Viruses & Malware 
Just like a computer, a 
smartphone is vulnerable to 
security attacks if your child 
accesses unsecured websites 
and apps. 

Five Ways To Be Smarter Than The 
Smartphone 

1. Be a parent and a resource 
Establish clear guidelines, 
including time limits and 
consequences for 
inappropriate behavior, but be 
open so your child will come to 
you with any problems. 

2. Set up password protection 
This will keep everyone but you 
and your child from accessing 
personal information stored on 
the phone. 

3. Update the operating system. 
New versions often contain 
important security fixes. 

4. Approve apps before they are 
downloaded. 
Make sure you understand 
their capabilities and approve 
their content. 

5. Understand location services. 
GPS features are useful when 
using maps, but you’ll want to 
disable location-tagging when 
your child posts online. 

www.netsmartz.org 

For more information on Internet Safety, 
please contact the Parent Resource Center, 
482-5923. 

http://www.netsmartz.org/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
  

  
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

   
 

  
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Summer’s Coming and the Living Is 

Easy: Or Is It? 

The approach of summer frequently 
causes parents to think about how 
their child will spend additional free 
time.  Children may attend summer 
school, go to camp, or go on family 
vacations.  They also may enjoy more 
time with friends.  Although research 
shows that friendship gives people 
with disabilities social, emotional, 
and practical supports and integrates 
them into the community, it is 
sometimes challenging for students 
with disabilities to form friendships. 
Parents may want to utilize a formal 
program or they may want to use 
some techniques to assist in bringing 
children together.  Two key 
ingredients are close proximity and 
frequent opportunities to socialize. 
Other winning strategies include the 
following: 

• Use toys that promote play 
with other children (such as 
balls or games). 

• Encourage independence. 
Follow the child’s lead. 

• Teach social skills.  Talk to 
your child about how to 
make and keep friends. 

• Give the child time to spend 
with friends. 

• Be open to different kinds 
of relationships. 

Have a safe & happy 
summer! 

LaEunice O. Brown 
PRC Information Specialist 
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