FREE, APPROPRIATE
PUBLIC EDUCATION
Special Education and Preschool Programs are
provided free of charge as part of
Chesapeake Public Schools.
PARENT RESOURCE CENTER
Understanding the process and regulations can be
difficult. We are here to help. Our Parent Resource
Center provides materials and workshops to help
educate parents about federal and state guidelines,
procedures, and as additional support for families.
www.vaprcs.org

YOUR
INTRODUCTION
HOW • WHO • WHERE • OUR PROCESS

Chesapeake
Public Schools

“Every Child...A Masterpiece”

The Chesapeake Public School System is an
equal educational opportunity school system.
The School Board of the City of Chesapeake also adheres
to the principles of equal opportunity in employment and,
therefore, prohibits discrimination in terms and conditions
of employment on the basis of
race, sex, national origin, color, religion, age, or disability.

CONTACT US:
SPECIAL EDUCATION AND
PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

Edwards Wilson Center
2107 Liberty Street • Chesapeake, VA 23324
757.494.7600

The mission of the Chesapeake Public Schools
is to ensure that students attain the knowledge,
skills and attitudes to become lifelong learners and
productive citizens by combining the efforts of students,
parents, community and staff to provide a
quality education in a safe, orderly environment in
which human dignity is valued.

HOW?

We create an Individualized
Education Program (IEP), and we
continually evaluate and address
each student’s unique needs.

WHO?

By working with parents, students,
staff and the community, we provide
services in accordance with IEPs
for our students, ages 2 through 21.

WHERE?

Students in our programs learn in
an environment that meets their
needs academically, socially and
behaviorally. It may be a general
education classroom, special
education classroom, or a
combination of environments.

We help students and parents
through the special education
process using a team approach.
We make every effort to include
parents/guardians and we value
their input. We also include the
student when appropriate.
The team includes highly qualified
specialists with expertise in
special education.
Our services and resources are
designed to help individuals with
a variety of disabilities. Disabilities
may include, but are not limited to:
• Autism
• Deafness
• Deaf-blindness
• Developmental delay
• Emotional disabilities
• Hearing impairment
including deafness
• Intellectual disabilities
• Multiple disabilities
• Orthopedic impairment
• Other health impairment
• Specific learning disability
• Speech and language
impairment
• Traumatic brain injury
• Visual Impairment
including blindness

For more Virginia special education information:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/parents/index.shtml

THE PROCESS
A five-step process helps us evaluate the eligibility and needs of a qualified
student with special needs.
Step One: Identification/Referral
A referral can come from any source, including the parent, school staff,
or community members. The school team meets to discuss the referral to
determine if the concern can be addressed through a school-based support
team, often referred to as the Response to Intervention (RTI) team.
Step Two: Evaluation
If a disability is suspected, a school-based team reviews existing data
including evaluations and information provided by the parent of the child;
current classroom, local or state assessments; and classroom
observations. The team identifies what, if any, additional data may be
required to determine if the student has a disability that requires special
education services. School personnel administer tests and gather other
evaluation materials.
Step Three: Eligibility
The team reviews the evaluations and meets with the parents/guardians.
If the student is determined to have a disability that falls within state and
federal guidelines, and as a result needs special education and/or related
services, an Individualized Education Progaram (IEP) will be developed.
Step Four: IEP Development
An IEP is a written program developed to address the student’s specific needs.
The parent/guardian is a vital member in the IEP process. The team, which
includes the parent/guardian, develops the IEP and reviews it annually, or
more often as needed.
Step Five: Reevaluation
Guiding students through their growth is crucial. We reevaluate the student
at least every three years to determine whether they continue to meet the
eligibility requirements for special education services.

