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Hello Indian River Middle School Parents!  We have entered the 2nd semester of the school year and spring is on 
the horizon. Let me take this opportunity to provide some information and reminders that will help you and your 
student stay on the road to success!

Our theme this year is #BravesStrong, Be Limitless. Our students have limitless opportunities and we want to help 
them achieve their goals. One avenue for achieving goals is the AVID program. AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) is a program designed to close the opportunity gaps and improve college and career readiness 
for students. We are proud to be an AVID Demonstration School and are currently undergoing revalidation for our 
designation. We are AVID schoolwide and all students benefit from the AVID instructional practices utilized by 
every teacher at IRMS.

Between March 14-25, all 8th grade students will be taking the Writing SOL test. There are two components to this 
test, a writing prompt and a multiple choice section. Students will be informed of their testing days.

I want to assure you that we are committed to ensuring the safety of our students and staff. Please support the 
safety mitigations that are in place including social distancing and frequent handwashing. Please keep your 
student home when they are feeling sick. 

If you have not done so, please activate your ParentVue account. This is a vital tool that you will need to access 
regularly.  Report cards and progress reports will only be available on ParentVue.  You can also view your 
students grades and assignments, report an absence, and email your student’s teachers from ParentVue.  If you 
need assistance, please contact the main office.  It is imperative that we have up-to-date contact information for 
you and any emergency contacts for your student.  Contact the main office for help with updating this 
information. Check our school website https://cpschools.com/irm regularly for important information and news.  
You can also find us on social media on Instagram and Twitter.

Please review the dress code in the student handbook.  Any student in violation of the dress code will have a 
consequence. If you have any questions regarding the dress code, please reach out to your grade level 
administrator for clarification.  In addition to the dress code policy, please review the cell phone policy. Policy 
states that students must keep cell phones in their lockers and turned off during the school day. This policy 
includes smartwatches. Consequences may be levied based on policy in the student handbook.

Spring Break week will be April 11-15. Friday April 8 is an early release day for students. It is also the end of the 
3rd nine weeks.

I want to thank you for your cooperation and support in helping ensure a great and successful 1st semester for 
all of our students. We are here to help you! If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the office and 
we will be more than happy to assist you. 

Happy Spring!

Principal’s Place
Ms. Werts, Principal

Indian River Middle School  |  Phone: 757-578-7030  |  Email: indianrivermiddle@k12cpschools.com

https://cpschools.com/irm


Counselor’s Corner
Mrs. Sharpe, Counseling Director/Grade 8 Counselor
Mrs. Gleim, Grade 7 Counselor
Ms. Wells, Grade 6 Counselor

This year continues to offer new opportunities to learn 
and connect with one another. In just a matter of two 
years, students, as well as teachers, continue to adapt 
and grow academically in person while using Schoology 
to submit assignments. Please reach out to your School 
Counselors if you would like tips on how to develop time 
management and study skills, self-motivation, and 
self-direction habits. We can help students cope with 
challenges and guide them to safe and healthy strategies 
to resolve issues they face. We are here to help!

                                                                                             

Technology Tips
Ms. Moon, Technology     
Integration Specialist

Office Space
Ms. Matos, Lead Secretary
Ms. McCoy, Secretary 
Mrs. Culbertson, Attendance Secretary
Mrs. Hamilin, Data Quality Secretary
Mrs. Hasty, Bookkeeper

Office hours are Monday - Friday 7:30am - 3:30pm

Office hours are by appointment only.

Doors open for students at 7:55am - Classes 
begin at 8:15am - Dismissal begins at 2:53pm

- Please note that we are unable to call your 
student out of class for dismissal until you 
have arrived at the building and someone has 
checked your ID. Also, we are unable to call 
students for dismissal after 2:40pm.

- Please allow ample time if you are picking 
your child up early for appointments. Often 
they have to collect their belongings and it 
can take some time for them to do so.

- You can report tardies and absences on 
ParentVue and also upload doctor notes.

- If your student is absent for 4 consecutive 
days or more, a doctor’s note is required for 
this to be an excused absence. Five 
unexcused absences will result in truancy.

- For questions regarding enrollment, 
withdrawals, records, and ParentVue account 
resets or activation, please email Mrs. 
Hamilin at angela.hamilin@cpschools.com .

Nurse’s Notes
Mrs. Hamilton, Nurse

If used correctly, Google can be a 
powerful tool. Here are some tips to 
help you get the most out of your 
Google searches.

1. Vertical Bar ( | ) :
- Same purpose as OR. Example: 
This|That = This OR That.

2.  Location:
- Find news related to a specific 
location. Example: Indian River 
location:Chesapeake

3.  Site:
- Use that search within a specific 
website only. Example: Basketball 
site:cpschools.com This searches 
for basketball mentions on the 
website cpschools.com.

Hello, I hope this finds you all well. I 
am pleased to tell you that even 
though masks are optional for 

students, 90% of our students are 
wearing them. Please remember if 

your child has an exposure to Covid or 
is showing any symptoms, please 

keep them home and notify me so we 
can discuss the situation. Allergies are 

in the air again; please be sure your 
child takes his or her medication as 

needed. As always, I am just a phone 
call way. 

Here's to your health!

mailto:angela.hamilin@cpschools.com
http://cpschools.com/
http://cpschools.com/


Athletic Arena
Mr, Jordan, Athletic Director

Please remember that your 

student must have a 

completed physical on file to 

participate in any sport. 

Physical forms can be found 

at cpschools.com or you can 

get one from the main office.

Students also must meet 

eligibility requirements to 

participate in sports.

Spring Sports Tryouts Begin 

March 7

Boys & Girls Track

Field Hockey

Volleyball

Study Skills
Ms. Labyak
Instructional Specialist

5 Things Parents Can Do To Help
Their Children Thrive and Excel In School

1. Collaborate and partner with school. 
You have expertise about your child so use that 
knowledge to collaborate with the teachers at school. 
When you have an established relationship with your 
child’s teachers, the partnership enables you to work 
together to share strategies to ensure your child stays on 
track and meets mutual goals. Making phone calls and 
writing emails to teachers (as well as answering calls and 
emails from school), keeps the lines of communication 
open and guarantees collaboration between school and 
home. 

2. Engage regularly with your child, both 
social-emotionally and academically. 
At school, peer-to-peer and student-to-teacher 
relationships are essential for learning; however, positive 
relationships at home are equally important to student 
success. “How was your day?” is a broad question and you 
may often hear, “It was OK.” Instead, ask specific 
questions that help you better understand your child. 
For example:

● What was challenging for you today?
● What made you laugh today?
● What are two new things you learned today?
● How did you help someone today or make 

someone smile?

3. Encourage your child to learn from mistakes or failure.
When we acknowledge that mistakes are a true 
opportunity to learn, children feel comfortable coming to 
us when they are struggling. It’s important not to expect 
perfection; however, your child must learn from mistakes 
or failure. By taking time to discuss how it felt or what 
was learned, your child can ascertain how to do things 
differently. 

4. Provide structure, boundaries, and follow-through.
Structure and routine foster a sense of safety and allows 
children to feel that their needs are being met. They also 
need to see you follow through and know boundaries are 
in place for their safety. Being firm and holding them 
accountable keeps the structure in place and fosters their 
sense of security. Develop a plan for homework, sleep 
time, meals, and activities and stick with it! Remember, 
they will have many friends in their lifetime, and it’s 
important for you to be a parent rather than a friend.  

5. Embrace your child’s uniqueness.
Your child is a gift. Although he or she may not have the 
same interests, talents, or learning style as you, 
remember you have the privilege of preparing your child 
to go out into the world. Embrace your child for his or 
her uniqueness. 

Library Low Down
Mr. Strickland, Librarian 
Mrs. Hayden, Media Secretary

Please encourage your child
to visit the IRMS library in 
person or via our Schoology
platforms.  We have lots of opportunities 
to engage with print and digital media 
including monthly choice boards and 
interactive content.  Our two book clubs, 
The Military History Book Club and the 
Reef Protection Squad, meet during 
lunches daily, and we would love to 
welcome new members.  During March, 
we will celebrate Read Across America 
Month with several reading themed 
activities including Book Worms and 
Gym Rats which encourages literacy and 
physical fitness.  

Happy Reading!



6th Grade Team Talk

Trailblazers 
Mrs. Darden, Mrs. Macina, Mrs. 

Hilbert, Mrs. Hansen

This has been an exciting and 
challenging new year. There have 
been goals met and many more to 

look forward to as we start the 
2nd semester. As you are aware, 

the last year and a half has been a 
challenge for families and 

students.  There are skills your 
child has not mastered and it is 

affecting their ability to be 
successful in 6th grade. We are 
noticing that many students are 

not coming to class prepared with 
their supplies.  Please take a 

moment to ask your child to show 
you their binder.  Help them 

organize it if necessary.  Each of 
their 4 core subjects should have 
a divider and a spiral notebook.  
There should be a pencil pouch 
with glue sticks, several pencils, 

scissors and colored pencils. 
They should have supplies in 

their locker. If your family needs 
some assistance with providing 
these supplies, please have your 

child privately come to let us 
know what they need. As a 

reminder your child is given 
homework in all core subjects 

every night. Check their 
agenda/planner to see what Math, 

English, Civics and Science 
homework they have every night 
and please make sure they get it 

done. Let's continue to work 
together to ensure your child's 

success in 6th grade as well as in 
the years to come!

Innovators
Mrs. Barrett, Ms. Young, Mrs. Kitchin

We are looking forward to a great 
second semester!  Now is a great 
time to check in with your child to 

make sure they have all the 
necessary supplies.  Please 

replenish pencils, glue sticks, 
highlighters, notebooks and any 
other supplies your child may be 
low on.  Students are responsible 
for writing their assignments in 
their agendas each day.  If your 

child needs a replacement agenda, 
they can be purchased for $5 at the 

school store.  
Now that students are at the 

midpoint in the year, they have 
created interactive notebooks that 
contain a wealth of information for 
each class.  Please assist them in 

reviewing their notes nightly as this 
will help keep content fresh for the 

SOLs.  
Students are encouraged to work 

on NoRedInk for English and 
DreamBox for Math at home.  

Students should be completing at 
least 5 lessons in DreamBox per 

week.  Also, please encourage your 
child to read every night for 20 
minutes.  This will help build 

reading stamina.  Also, make sure 
students check Schoology regularly 
for assignments and turn all work in 

on time.  
Please continue to keep open 

communication with each of your 
child's team teachers.  We want the 
best for each of our students.  By 

working together, we know this can 
happen.         

Integrity
Mrs. Leathrum, Mrs. Boone, Ms. 

Solomon, Mrs. Reed

We are now halfway through the 
school year and are pleased to see 
that the students have settled into 
the routines of middle school.  We 

have seen much growth and maturity 
from our students.  We are looking 

forward to seeing all that our 
students can achieve as we work 

through the second half of the year. 
We are now seeing the result of the 
past year and a half and the impact 

the complicated learning 
environment is having on our 

students.  There are skills many 
children have not mastered and it is 

affecting their ability to be 
successful in 6th grade.  Many 
students seem to be missing 

necessary supplies which are only 
adding to their frustration.  Your 
child should have a pencil pouch 

with a supply of pencils, glue, 
scissors and colored pencils.   

Please take a moment to ask your 
child to show you their binder.  Help 

them organize their binders into 
sections for each class and ensure 
papers that are loose have a home.  

Each of their four core subjects 
should have a divider and a spiral 
notebook.  They should have extra 
pencils and glue in their locker. If 

your family needs some assistance 
with providing these supplies, 

please have your child privately 
come to let us know as soon as 
possible so we are able to make 

arrangements. As a reminder your 
child is given homework in all core 
subjects every night. Check their 
agenda/planner to see what Math, 

English, Civics and Science 
homework they have every night and 

please make sure they get it done. 
Together we will finish this year 

strong and get all our students on 
the path to succeed in 7th grade.       



Believers
Mrs. Burch, Mrs. Shelton, Mrs. Green, Mrs. 

Shepard

The Believers teachers would like to congratulate 
the students who have made honor roll, 

participated in sports, and been involved in after 
school clubs during the first semester. It has 

been exciting watching the many ways that our 
students contribute to our positive school 

environment. Keep up the great work! Here’s a 
Believers update of what we’re doing in each 

core class. 
Mrs. Shepard’s history classes are actively 

discussing the American Revolution:
What are the 5 W's of the American Revolution 

(who, what, when, where and how)?  Your student 
will know these answers very soon! The five 
ways we will be actively learning this Unit:

1. Read About a True Teen of History. ...
2. Analyze a Primary Source. ...
3. Take a Virtual Field Trip. ...
4. Act Out a History Play. ...
5. Explore a Text Set.

Expectations of students being proper citizens in 
our classrooms are reinforced daily. 

Ms. Shelton’s English classes have begun to 
focus on reviewing for the SOL. Students are 

completing DEAL-R (daily English and language 
reading) and will have a DEAL-R quiz at the end 

of each week. 
Mrs. Burch’s science classes completed Unit 4: 
Changes Over Time where they learned about 
natural selection, survival of the fittest, and 

evolution. Ask them about counting the moths in 
our classroom. The classes have recently begun 
Unit 5: Taxonomy & Simple Organisms. This unit 
will teach students about our modern system of 

classification and how to write the scientific 
names of many organisms. Units 6 and 7 will 

follow with an in-depth look at plants, 
photosynthesis, and animals. Students have 

some exciting learning ahead!
In Ms. Green’s math classes, students have been 
solving equations and inequalities. The students 

also have Dreambox, an interactive math site, 
that gives them additional practice to reinforce 

their daily math standards.   
Please make sure that your students have 

replenished their supplies of glue, scissors, 
colored pencils, spiral notebooks, and notebook 

paper. Parents, thank you for your continued 
support! 

Dreamers
Mrs. Heine, Ms. Exner, Mr. Cotton, Mrs. New

The Dreamers teachers and students have made it to 
the second semester, and we can surely say it has 

been so exciting to see our students fill up our 
classrooms each day. We are seeing developing 

friendships, connections to content, and continuity 
with classwork, transitions, and collaborative sharing. 

Here’s a Dreamers update of what we’re doing. 
-Mr. Cotton’s history classes are in the middle of 

covering the American Revolution.  It is an exciting 
time in history, and the students have been engaging 

in their lessons. They have broken down the 
Declaration of Independence, identified the key 

people and events, and have had a fun time 
annotating in their notebooks! The lessons have been 

completed using Chromebooks and in-class 
discussions, written submissions, and through 

critical thinking by solving a colonial murder mystery.  
Expectations of students being proper citizens in our 

classrooms are reinforced daily. 
- Mrs. Heine’s English classes have made it a priority 
to strengthen essay writing skills through expository 
and persuasive writing. For instance, as one of their 

writing prompts, students have been arguing whether 
or not teenagers are careless. These discussions 

have gotten quite heated but interesting to see 
students defend their opinions. Students will continue 

grammar, usage, mechanics skills and reading with 
paired fiction and nonfiction texts. Right now, they are 
learning about the lives and literary works from Black 

artists such as Langston Hughes and Nore Neal 
Hurston from the Harlem Renaissance. 

-With Mrs. New’s science classes, students get the 
chance to solve daily science-related riddles and are 
challenged to answer Friday’s science jokes, which 
are pretty funny! The students have just finished up 
their unit about changes over time, and they have 
now begun their classification unit. Many students 

have said they really enjoyed the unit on natural 
selection. 

-In Ms. Exner’s math class, students have been hot 
after the trial of solving for rates, ratios, and rate 
units. All of the problems are related to real-life 

situations so learning these math skills is especially 
important. The students also have Dreambox, an 
interactive math site, that gives them additional 
practice to reinforce their daily math standards.  

 
   That wraps up our Dreamers news. Parents, thank 

you for all of your support. We are especially grateful 
to you as we continue to lift up our students and 
equip them with the knowledge to be successful 

global citizens. 

Scholars
Mrs. Young, Mrs. Barley-Ageyi, Mrs. 

Hughes, Mrs. Carter

The Scholars are very proud 
of their students and the 

progress they are making.  We 
would like to congratulate our 

Honor Roll students for the 
2nd Nine Weeks:

Superintendent’s Honor Roll- 
Ty’Aijah Wemh

Principal’s Honor Roll- 
Kalvin Murphy, Joseph 

Williams, Madison Cervantes, 
Deante Davis, Christian 
Fields, Hailey Moffatt, 

Brandon Poole, Morgan White
Honor Roll- 

Arianna Todd, Mackenzie 
Maloney, Chyann Gay, Olivia 
Hogan, Serenity Lamb, Elena 

Castillo, Raymond White, 
Devontae Chandler, Messiah 

Hatten, Bethanie Jordan, 
Devyn Houston

February 3rd was the start of 
the 3rd Nine Weeks, and we 

are at the midpoint of the 
year.  Here are a few tips in 
order to help your student 

finish the year with success:
1. Make sure they record 

homework in their 
agenda every day

2. Remind them to review 
their notebooks and 
notes daily

3. Read for 20 minutes a 
day

4. Please replenish 
supplies

5. Please make sure that 
chromebooks are 
charged nightly                                              

7th Grade Team Talk



Collegiate
Mrs. Holl, Mr. Wright, Ms. Dickerson, Mrs. Bell

Team Collegiate students have 
been working hard as we enter the 

second nine weeks.  In Math, 
students are working on solving 

multi-step Inequalities.   English is 
working hard to prepare for the 
upcoming writing SOL Test  in 

March.  Core Plus is working on 
the 8th grade writing plan to help 
further practicing for the writing 
SOL Test. History students are 

finishing the topic of the Roaring 
20s and getting ready to talk 

about the Great Depression and 
World War 2.  Science students 

have transitioned from the 
Chemistry unit and are now 

working on some basic ideas in 
the field of Physics.

We would like to make a few 
suggestions to help our students 

reach their full academic 
potential. 

1.  Use and check their 
agendas for quiz and test 
dates. 

2. Turn in assignments on 
time. 

3. IRMS does have an honor 
code that all students have 
signed, and it needs to be 
followed. 

4. Please be sure your child 
has all the necessary 
supplies. Some of the 
frequently missing 
supplies include scissors, 
colored pencils, glue, 
highlighters, and loose leaf 
paper.

University
Ms. Wright, Mrs. Freeman, Mr. Harrell, Ms. 

Fisher

The students are working hard to 
prepare for the Writing SOL in 
March. There will be a Writing 

Workshop on February 26, 2022 to 
support the students. They are 

doing a wonderful job! Currently, 
we are working hard with the 

students to make sure that they are 
utilizing the binders and other 

helpful organizational skills. We 
could really use your help getting 
the students to utilize the agenda 

daily since it is an expectation here 
at Indian River. Please encourage 

your student to record his/her 
homework daily, even if it has 

already been completed. This is 
also where demerits are recorded 
and where you can see how often 

your student needs a pass to leave 
the classroom. If your student 

needs a new agenda, they can be 
purchased for $5 at the school 

store. At this point in the year, your 
student should have his/her binder 

setup for each class with an 
agenda and pencil pouch inside. 

Please check to see if your student 
needs any items replaced or if they 
need extra assistance setting this 

up. Additionally, please ensure that 
your student has a lock for his/her 

locker. This is the best place for 
students to leave their personal 

belongings during the school day 
since they are not allowed to carry 
around book bags. We appreciate 
your support, and we are looking 

forward to the continuous 
improvement throughout the rest 
of the school year. If you have any 
questions or concerns, our contact 

information can be found on the 
school's website. 

Academy
Mr. Flint, Mrs. Smith, Ms. McDermott, Mr. 

Koester

We are looking forward to a 
successful 2nd semester! 

Science students are 
currently studying heat 

transfer. History classes will 
be learning about the Great 

Depression and how it 
affected society; as well as 

exploring the "Roaring 20s". 
English students will continue 
to prepare for the Writing SOL 
in March and will also have a 

unit on Poetry. Algebra 1 
students are currently 
learning about Linear 

Functions and will move into 
Linear Inequalities later this 
month. Pre-Algebra classes 
will soon finish their unit on 
Inequalities, and then dive 

into Functions and Relations.
Parents, please remind your 

students that cell phones and 
smartwatches are to be 

turned off during the school 
day and stored in the 

student’s locker. 
NOW is the perfect time to 
check with your student to 

ensure they have the 
necessary supplies 

replenished. Each student 
should have a 4”-6” binder for 
core classes, subject dividers, 

notebook paper, spiral 
notebooks (Interactive 

Notebooks) for each core 
class, a pencil pouch with 

pens, pencils, scissors, glue, 
and colored pencils, and a 1” 

binder for electives. New 
agendas are available at the 

school store for $5.

8th Grade Team Talk



Achievers Team News
Elective Teachers

The elective classes are off to a great start for the 
semester! Please remind your student to bring all 

necessary materials to their elective classes. All 
students should have a 1” binder, paper, pencils, agenda, 
and their chromebook in each elective class every day. 

Some elective classes may require additional materials. 
If you have questions about your student’s grades or 

behavior in their elective classes, please reach out to the 
teacher.

The Music department is excited to be back making 
music together! Information will be coming soon 

regarding upcoming concerts.

Algebra Readiness students are off to a great start this 
quarter.  We are currently reviewing operations with 
fractions and mixed numbers, and will be moving into 

operations with integers and the order of operations in 
the next few weeks.  In addition, we look forward to 

working on the essential skills necessary to be prepared 
for success in Algebra 1.  All lessons are recorded and 
can be viewed in Schoology for review and to prepare 

for upcoming assignments and assessments. 

Explorers Team News

Be mindful that CBIs will happen every 
other Friday and VAAPs begin in 

March. SOL preparations for the 6th, 
7th, and 8th graders will begin soon. 

SOLs begin in March starting with the 
8th grade Writing SOL.

Dates to

Remember

Feb 21 - President’s Day-No School

Feb 26 - 8th grade Writing 

Workshop

March 1 - Spring Picture Day

March 7 - Spring sports tryouts 

begin

March 14-25 - Writing SOLs for 8th 

grade

Apr 8 - Early Release @ 12:53pm

Apr 11-15 - Spring Break


