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Principal’s Place
Ms. Werts, Principal

Happy New Year IRMS families! We hope you had a wonderful and restful holiday 
season. We are excited to be back on track with our Option 1 students in the 
building on a hybrid schedule and our Option 2 students learning virtually from 
home. Our teachers have been working diligently to provide the best instruction 
possible to your children. Please reach out to your child’s teachers if you have 
concerns or questions at any time. 
We are committed to keeping our school a safe place for our students. Our 
custodial staff is doing a fantastic job keeping all areas clean and disinfected. We 
ask that you remind your child to do their part by wearing their mask every day, 
washing their hands frequently, maintaining safe distance from other students in all 
settings while at school, and staying home if they are sick.
Please sign the COVID agreement in ParentVue. This is taking the place of the 
Daily Symptom Checker you were doing previously. If you do not have access to 
ParentVue, please call our office immediately to get your activation code to sign up 
and log in. Your child’s assignments and grades are posted on ParentVue as well 
as attendance. Progress reports and report cards will only be available through 
ParentVue. ParentVue is an essential tool that you need to access weekly 
throughout the school year. 
It is imperative that we be able to contact you if necessary while your child is at 
school. Make sure that your contact information is up to date in Synergy. This 
is also a way that we use to communicate important information to parents via 
email or PAS (Parent Alert System). A link to Synergy can be found on our 
website. If you need further assistance with this, please call the office.
Take a moment to visit our website www.cpschools.com/irm. Valuable information 
and updates including links to Synergy, our bell schedule, supply lists, Schoology 
help, and more can be found on our site.
The School Board has added 4 Asynchronous Days for the month of February. 
These days will be Feb 10, 12, 24, and 26. There will be no Zoom or in person 
instruction on these days. Students should still log in to Schoology for each class 
and complete any work that may be assigned.
Remember that we are here to help you and are just an email or phone call away. 
Do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions, concerns, or need help.
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Significant Snippets

- Every Option 1 student should be 
bringing their Chromebook to school 
every day.

- Please make sure your child brings a 
clear water bottle to school every day. 
They may not drink from the water 
fountains, but they can refill their 
bottles from them. We have IRM clear 
water bottles for sale at the student 
store for $5.

- Please make sure your student knows 
their bus route number and remind 
them to listen carefully to the 
afternoon announcements for bus 
changes. Notify the office of any 
changes in transportation for your 
child.

Office Space    Office Number 578-7030
Ms. Matos, Lead Secretary
Mrs. Hayden, Attendance Secretary

-Please make note of our new office hours. We are open 
M-F from 7:30am-3:30 pm. Office hours are by 
appointment only.
-You can now report an absence in ParentVue. 
Information and instructions for this feature can be 
found on the CPS website https://cpschools.com/new-
parentvue-absence-button/ . You can also upload a 
doctor’s note related to the absence.
- For the safety of your child, the latest we can call 
students out of class for dismissal is 2:40pm. After 
2:40, your child will be called with the afternoon 
announcements. You must be present at the building 
before we can call your child out of class. You must 
present a valid ID.

Cafeteria Chatter

**Meal distribution is still available for all 
children under 18 at no charge. Meals are 
distributed from 3:30 pm-5:30 pm on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays on our bus ramp. 
**All Option 1 students returning to school 
will be provided breakfast and lunch at no 
charge. Students may still bring their own 
lunch if they wish.
**Breakfast and Lunch Menus are available at 
www.cpschools.com.

Nurse’s Nook
Mrs. Hamilton, School Nurse

With the Covid-19 virus so widespread in our 
community at this time please do not send your 
child to school sick. If you know of any 
exposure or if someone in the house is being 
tested for the virus please quarantine at home 
and let me know what is going on. I am contact 
tracing all students whether they are learning 
in-person or virtually so please give me a call 
so we can have that information. Lastly, rising 
7th graders will need to have and provide 
documentation for their Tdap vaccine 
before the beginning of next school year. I 
am also tracking this information so as soon as 
your child has had their vaccine please get that 
information to me. The sooner the better. 
Thanks! :)

Counselor’s Corner
Mrs. Sharpe, Director/Counselor Grade 8
Mrs. Rantanen, Counselor Grade 7
Mrs. Rich, Counselor Grade 6

This year has been difficult for everyone. COVID 19 has 
forced us to adapt to a new learning environment. In 
addition, life can throw some curveballs and bring about 
added stressors. Although stress is a part of normal life, 
sometimes we let it build up and it can affect our daily 
lives and mental health. Please reach out to your School 
Counselors if you would like tips on how to manage 
stress. We can help students cope with challenges they 
face so they feel more confident dealing with their 
stress. Please check out your grade level Schoology 
Guidance Group to find supportive resources for stress 
management. We are here to help!

Library Low Down

Mr.Strickland, Librarian                

Please encourage your child to stay active with 
reading.  The IRMS library is offering lots of 
opportunities to make reading accessible.  Our Brave 
Readers Schoology course offers daily resources for 
books and other high interest digital content.  
Students may use the access code PPVX-5ZPV-
HXR7T to join.  For those students who are history 
fans, our Military History Book Club has a Schoology 
group and meets virtually on Mondays.  Students 
may join with the access code V2CH-R6FP-NV26K.  
Remember, reading is the window to the world.
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Reynolds’ Rap
Mrs. Reynolds, Instructional Specialist

Dates to Remember

Feb 1 –End of Grading 
Period/Teacher Workday
Feb 2- Teacher Workday – 
No School
Feb 3 – Second Semester 
Begins
Feb 8 – Report Cards 
Issued in ParentVue
Feb 10 – Asynchronous 
Day – no Zoom or in person 
classes
Feb 12 – Asynchronous 
Day – no Zoom or in person 
classes
Feb 15 – President’s Day – 
No School
Feb 24 - Asynchronous Day 
– no Zoom or in person 
classes
Feb 26 - Asynchronous Day 
– no Zoom or in person 
classes

Mar 5 – End of Grading 
Period
Mar 14 – Daylight Savings 
Time begins – Spring 
FORWARD!

Tech Tips
Ms. Moon, Technology Integration 
Specialist

Please visit the Student Technology 
Corner on our IRM school website. It 
has different tips and tricks for 
students to help with their 
technology needs. Find the Student 
Technology Corner at this 
link: https://cpschools.com/irm/stu
dent-technology-corner/

Your ENCOURAGEMENT and SUPPORT are KEY!

As we continue to navigate the world of virtual and blended 
learning, we are amazed at how far we've all come in this 
digital journey. While some students are flourishing in their 
newfound tech expertise, some students are struggling with 
self-motivation and increased independence. As parents, 
you play a KEY role in your child's academic success. 
Parents are their children's first and forever teachers, role 
models, and their biggest supporters. Your encouragement 
and support are also KEY in helping students gain 
motivation to put forth their best effort. Continue doing 
what you do best - encourage positive thinking toward your 
child's education and their future, and remember, we're all 
in this together! Thank you for all you do!

IRMS students- 
We want to highlight YOU in the 
yearbook! The yearbook staff NEEDS 
your HELP! Download the "Yearbook 
Snap" App to submit pictures. 
Passcode: Braves

Picture Categories include: Everyday 
Life, Sports/Activities, Quarantine Life, 
Celebrations, Academic/Class Time, and 
Trips/Adventures

Remember, before you submit please 
type in the chat box who is in the picture 
(first & last name) and a short description 
of the photo. Photos or questions can 
also be emailed 
directly to sarah.lester@cpschools.com

Congratulations to Indian River Middle School’s own Mrs. Melanie Burch! She has been 
selected as a finalist for Citywide Teacher of the Year! Way to go Mrs. Burch! We’re all rooting 

for you!!


