
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 8, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
We are so excited to welcome our Option 1 students to Indian River Middle School. We have spent many 
hours preparing for their arrival on campus since the school board meeting, where the announcement was 
made that our Braves would return to school using the blended model. Your student, whether they are in 
Option 1 or Option 2, will receive instruction four days a week, Tuesday through Friday. Mondays are Online 
Student Support Days which will be used for small group instruction, individual help, and teacher training. This 
model is the next step in the transition of moving us closer toward the return of the traditional five days of 
school, which will be determined at a future time. 
 
Please keep in mind that safety is our number one priority.  Students are required to wear masks and follow 
all CDC guidelines to keep all students safe. This is not a choice, it is a responsibility. Please continue to discuss 
the recommended safety measures with your child. Social distancing of at least three feet will be required in 
all settings, including classrooms, hallways, and restrooms. During lunch, the cafeteria seating will have at 
least six feet of distance. Teachers will also review safety measures throughout the first week when students 
return to school.  
 
The information below is provided to help your student have a successful school year. If you have any 
questions, please contact our school counselors or administrators at 578-7030. 
 
COVID-19 Symptom Check Log – Parents are expected to log into ParentVue each day and answer the five 
questions listed for all Option 1 students. In situations when parents do not submit the answers to these 
questions, students will need to answer these questions when they arrive at school. Parents, please fulfill 
your responsibility by completing these questions each day. Make it part of your daily routine. Doing so will 
allow your child to continue their learning without any interruption to their education. 
 
Student Behavior Expectations – By this point, all students have had access to the 2020-2021 CPS Student 
Conduct and Policy Guidelines document. This information was reviewed in virtual classrooms by the 
teachers. This information is vital to parents and students and should be read carefully. Required for Parents: 
you must complete the Student Code of Conduct verification before you can access ParentVue details or 
complete the COVID-19 Symptom Check Log. You will find this information the first time you log into 
ParentVue this year.  
 
Schedules – Students will follow the schedule that was mailed home at the end of August. The school day is 
composed of seven 45-minute class periods, 2-5 minute transition times, and a 35-minute lunch. IRMS has 
approximately 50% of our students in Option 1. The capacity and enrollment of each room your student is in 
and the number of students riding the buses, with social distancing regulations in mind, was considered in 
determining which days a student will return to school. We spent a great deal of time balancing student 
schedules to our resources.  
 



 
Opening of School – School opens Tuesday, October 13 for 6th graders, and is in session from 8:15 a.m. to 
2:53 p.m.  Students in Option 1 will attend school in person using the days that are assigned in ParentVue. 
Teachers also reviewed days of attendance with students this week. Students may enter the building starting 
at 7:55 a.m. Students will enter the building and proceed directly to their homeroom classes. In-person 
learning for 7th graders will begin the week of October 26, and 8th graders will return on November 12 or 
November 13 according to their assigned days.  
 
Breakfast – A “Grab and Go” breakfast will be delivered to homeroom classes. From now through December, 
breakfast is offered at no cost to all students. Students will be expected to adhere to social distancing 
guidelines when eating in the classroom.  
 
Lunch – New this year, a school lunch is available to all students at no charge. Students may also bring lunch 
from home. Snacks for purchase will not be available to start the year. Information on snacks will be provided 
when they are available. Students will sit at designated tables and seats. All students are to wear their mask 
when they are not eating. Students will be distanced 6’ apart from each other.  
 
Medication – Medication drop off is BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. Please call the school nurse at 578-7030. 
Students are not allowed to transport medications.  
 
Physical Education (PE) – Physical education classes will alternate between a health week and a PE week. 
Students will not change clothes for PE this year, nor will they have access to locker rooms.  
 
Excused Absences – Our School Board policy defines an excused absence as: sickness of a student, medical 
appointment, severe illness or death in the family, exposure to contagious diseases, religious holidays, or 
extenuating circumstances such as fire, accident, or extremely inclement weather shall be considered the only 
legitimate excuses for absence or tardiness unless an exception is authorized by the principal. In all cases of 
absence or tardiness, the parent or guardian shall give an excuse, in writing within four days stating the cause 
of the absence or tardiness. (There will not be an absentee line to call.)  A student with 18 absences is 
considered chronically absent whether excused or unexcused by state guidelines. Additionally, students must 
show that they are engaged and participating when online to receive attendance credit.  
 
Bus Transportation – Bus routes may be found on the Chesapeake Public Schools website 
(www.cpschools.com). Since time of pick-up will be irregular for the first few days, cooperation from everyone 
is necessary and appreciated. Please remember that bus capacity is more limited with CDC regulations in 
place.  
 
Safety Mitigation Strategies – Several measures have been enacted to provide the safest environment 
possible for all Braves (both students and staff alike). For instance, we have hand sanitizing stations located 
throughout the building, student desks will be cleaned between each class, sneeze guards are in high traffic 
locations (such as the security desk, main office, and clinic), cloth coverings and face shields are being 
provided to all students and staff (on a one-time basis), and large gatherings are prohibited. In particular, we 
are asking parents to have discussions with their students about the importance of all of these strategies. 
Please emphasize the importance of face masks and social distancing, even when in the hallways and 
restrooms. All students need to take these strategies seriously every day in order for all to be safe. Everyone’s 
cooperation in following these guidelines is expected and appreciated. 
 
Synergy – It will be important for parents to be able to access Synergy. If you are not connected, then you will 
miss important information and academic progress of your student on a daily basis. Parents may use the same 

http://www.cpschools.com/


codes from last year to access the account. For parents of students new to Chesapeake, the codes were sent 
at the end of the summer break.  
 
Schoology – Schoology is the new learning management tool for most school information (not to include 
grades).  All class materials, including notes, assignments, and assessments, will be provided through this 
software program. It is essential students access this platform on a daily basis whether virtual or on campus.  
 
Supplies – Each grade level will send a supply list when the students are about to return. The grade level lists 
for each team are posted in Schoology.  
 
Student Drop Off and Pick Up – The drop off and pick up area for Indian River Middle School students is at the 
front of the school. NOTE:  Students can be dropped off no earlier than 7:55 a.m. (unless the student has an 
appointment with a specific teacher). The doors will not be unlocked until 7:55 a.m.  
 
When picking up your student early for appointments, a new procedure for dismissal is being created. Parents 
will show their ID upon arrival at the door of the school. Their student will be called out of class once the 
verification process is complete. Parents will be given the documentation to sign their student out of school.  
 
Transportation Changes – All efforts should be made to make any changes to the students’ regular 
transportation before that student arrives at school.  All changes are required in writing and need to be 
received by the office before 1 p.m. of the day of the change.  
 
Forgotten Items – Due to health and safety guidelines at this time, limited items may be dropped off. The 
acceptance of forgotten items is limited to medicine delivered to the clinic or projects too large to be 
transported on the school bus. Middle school students are expected to practice responsibility and 
resourcefulness. Any student who forgets his/her lunch and who does not have cash or money on their 
account will be offered an alternative lunch at no charge. This policy is for student safety and to maximize 
instructional time. 
 
Skateboards – Skateboards and/or hoverboards are not permitted in school. 
 
Study Hall – A start date for Study Hall has not been determined yet.  More information will be provided to 
students and parents once a final decision has been made by the central office and the principal. 
 
Security – Patrons will need a photo ID in order to enter the building for their pre-scheduled appointment.  
 
Cell Phones – Cell phones are to be turned off and stored inside student lockers. If a student violates this 
policy, discipline consequences will be implemented. Please refer to the IRMS student handbook.  
 
Water Bottles – All students are encouraged to bring a clear water bottle. Only water should be in the water 
bottles. Students will be allowed to refill them from the water foundations as needed.  
 
Personal Devices – Only CPS-issued devices may be used during classroom instruction while students learn at 
school. Our school has received enough Chromebooks to allow every child who needs one to receive it. More 
details will be coming to you in the next few days about how to secure a Chromebook for your student if you 
have not yet done so. Important: Please ensure your student charges their device at home each night. We do 
not have any new charging stations; we only have the existing electrical outlets in each room, which are 
limited in number. This is a great opportunity to help your child learn a new aspect of responsibility. Your child 
and teachers will be most appreciative!  



 
Textbooks – This year, your student’s textbooks should remain home. Teachers will NOT use them during the 
instructional day; instead, they will be used to supplement the instruction that teachers provide during class 
time. If there is a need for your child to bring a particular textbook to school, his/her teacher will provide them 
with those details ahead of time. Please contact your child’s teacher if you did not receive textbook 
information.  
 
We look forward to seeing our sixth graders on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 or Wednesday, October 14,2020 
depending on their designated days , and everyone else soon thereafter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Terre J. Werts 
Principal  


