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Science:                                                                                                                                                  

Students have been working within the topics of scientific method, lab equipment, safety, and 

matter. Students have been completing lab experiments, collaborating on activities, and 

mastering the required curriculum associated with the above units. Please continue to 

encourage your children to review our class notes daily so that they can prove their mastery 

during assessments.  

History:                                                                                                                                                               

In 8th grade history, we are wrapping up westward expansion and moving into our 

industrialization unit. It is very exciting to see the makings of modern America! Please 

encourage your students to watch the news as part of their homework. We bring in current 

events to our studies nearly every day. CNN 10 is a great, bias-free way for students to catch up 

on the news. We are looking forward to the year ahead. 

English:                                                                                                                                                                

In English, students are reviewing the parts of speech and writing fluent sentences and 

paragraphs. We are approaching the unit on Edgar Allan Poe and his short stories. Please 

review the writing non-negotiables and Writing Handbook with your children, which can be found 

in their binder. Twenty minutes of nightly reading is expected; research shows that nightly 

reading increases student achievement.  

Math:                                                                                                                                                     

During the 1st nine weeks Pre-Algebra students will be working on algebraic expressions, 

properties, and order of operations. Students use an interactive notebook to record their notes 

and examples throughout the year.  

Algebra 1:                                                                                                                                             

Students completed performance-based assessments on the real number system and 

properties. Students incorporated Bloom’s Taxonomy and real world examples to demonstrate 

“selling that property.” In their Learning Logs, the students expressed how performance-based 

assessments helped them to understand the concepts better and differently. The students 

shared their creativity and demonstrated a higher level of understanding. 

Team Collegiate:                                                                                                                                            

The teachers are very proud of our students and their strong start to the school year. Please 

remember to utilize the tools given, Synergy and student agendas, to remain up to date on 

progress and classroom happenings. We look forward to a successful year and please contact 

us if you would like to schedule a conference.   
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Team Academy:                                                                                                                                             

We have a wonderful group of students this year, and we are enjoying our teaching and learning 

experiences with them. Students are using Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and 

Reading in all their classes as we prepare them for college readiness and success in a global 

society. Team Academy is proud to be AVID ready! Please continue to make sure students 

have adequate supplies as the year progresses. Please encourage your child to read at least 20 

minutes each night. Research has shown that people who read have a larger vocabulary, as 

well as stronger analytical thinking skills and improved focus and concentration skills. We look 

forward to a successful year with your child. Please contact us if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

Team University:                                                                                                                                                 

It is hard to believe that we are halfway through the first quarter already! We have a few 

reminders for you and your students to help them be successful. Don’t forget that student 

grades are always accessible through Synergy. If you do not have Synergy information, please 

let us know and we will get that information to you as soon as possible. It is extremely important 

that students have the required supplies for each of their classes. They should come to school 

every day with pencils, pens, notebooks, and the binder. 

Synergy:                                                                                                                                                     

Please continue to check Synergy frequently. Synergy allows you to see your child’s grade 

daily. You can also view assignments that are missing, or if your child received a low grade. 

Please help us by checking homework assignments, asking about missing and/or low grades, 

and encouraging them to do their best. 

Supplies:                                                                                                                                           

Please check with your children to make sure they have everything they need for school: pens, 

pencils, scissors, glue, notebooks, and paper. 

AVID Updates:                                                                                                                                

Students celebrated signing their AVID contract, and shared with different classes, “What AVID 

means to them.”                                                                                                                  

Behavior Expectations:                                                                                                                                      

All students are expected to:                                                                                                               

 Positively participate in all class activities                                                                                     

 Actively listen when the teacher is speaking 

 Follow directions immediately 

 Stay on task without disturbing or distracting others 

 Take care of all class materials and clean up areas when tasks are completed  

 Complete all assignments on time 

 Bring required materials every day unless otherwise directed 

 


