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English: 
Our students have been diligently working on effective communication skills, understanding the 

use of text features and annotations, reviewing grammar skills, and connecting reading with 

purpose. Collaborating with classmates in a positive way enhances the educational process, 

and affords our students the opportunity to successfully model the AVID way. Greater 

classroom experiences yield higher levels of self-confidence, positive peer interactions, and 

greater academic comprehension. Finally, the English teachers are working cooperatively to 

design and implement lessons that support the SOLs and get the students engaged in the 

learning process with more anticipation and interest! 

Math 7:                                                                                                                                               

Students have finished comparing and ordering rational numbers, and are getting ready to dive 

into practical problems! Practical problems involve reading and annotating before solving; 

highlighters are useful. From there we will enter into the world of Order of Operations 

(GEMDAS)! You may want to do a little research for our next topic, equations. A helpful website 

is www.virtualnerd.com, which contains tutorial videos.  

Life Science:                                                                                                                       

Scientific inquiry helps shape the mind and discipline the thought processes. It always starts 

with a problem and then turns into a question. Just look around: science problems and 

questions abound. I walked into three spider webs this week. Why do insects and spiders seem 

to be more numerous in the fall? What are those black spots in front of doorways of buildings 

and homes? What is the best way to keep from getting the flu? 

Students learn to search for answers to many of life’s questions and to find the solutions to 

them, research the topic, come up with a hypothesis, set up experiments, collect data, and 

establish a conclusion. Hopefully, we end with more answers than questions. Scientists are 

generally full of questions; that’s part of science and scientific inquiry. The second part of the 

nine weeks will be spent identifying those characteristics of living things, parts of the cell, and 

cell processes. 

History:                                                                                                                                                          

We began the year with basic geography and map skills. As we take a closer look at America, 

we see a group of people living here called the American Indians, but it is not long before 

European explorers begin to discover the vast lands of America and start settling here as well. 

As more settlers arrive and populations begin to grow, tensions rise between the two groups. 

How does the story of America continue? Your children will soon find out! 

Reading:                                                                                                                                                     

Please encourage reading at home, and the reading can be in the form of the news, magazines, 

books, etc. It is proven that daily reading increases overall student achievement. Twenty 

minutes is the ideal length for nightly reading.  
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Supplies:                                                                                                                                                 

Please make sure your child is coming to school with all the supplies necessary for daily 

learning: pens, pencils, scissors, glue, highlighters, colored pencils/markers, notebooks, and 

any other supplies required by individual teachers. 

Accountability and Responsibility:                                                                                                                

As our young adolescents are taking on new responsibilities and accountability, we need your 

support in helping them. Encourage them to stay organized and fully prepared by always 

completing all of their assignments to the best of their ability. We invite you to look through their 

binders, flip through their notebooks, and ask questions about what they are learning in each 

class.  

Core Plus:                                                                                                                                                              

At the start of the school year, our students began and are continuing a literary journey through 

novel studies designed to enrich their imagination, discover connections with intriguing 

characters, and instill the love of reading. After novel studies, students will transition to 

remediation and enrichment activities during this class period.  

 


