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Principal’s Message
Dear Students and Parents:
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! Middle school is a fun and challenging time for students. The
staff at Hickory Middle School will give students opportunities to develop intellectually, emotionally,
physically, and socially. We are all very excited about the coming year and look forward to working
with you. Please review the enclosed information carefully. Additional information will be sent home
on the first day of school. If you have any questions, please contact the school at 421-0468.
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Please be reminded that the 2019 Virginia General Assembly passed a law which requires all 7 th graders to have a tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (Tdap) booster shot prior to entry into school this fall.
Please read the Medical Information section for details.
Hickory Middle School utilizes ParentVue/StudentVue as its academic homepage resource. ParentVue/
StudentVue is specially designed to allow teachers, students, and parents to work and communicate
together more effectively. Teachers will update ParentVue with grades, homework and classwork assignments, class news, and other helpful information. Parents also have access to these pages, allowing
them to stay updated on a student’s academic performance, assignments, and other important school
details.
Please review the enclosed policies with your child. I have also included information about our student
dress code policy regarding skirt and shorts length. Shorts are still allowed; however, they must adhere
to certain length requirements. We have included a copy of the policy in this edition of the Hawk
Headlines.
On the first day of school, your child will be given a “Student Planner” for the new school year. Student planners are required daily in all classes. This planner will help your child remember homework
and other assignments and will enhance teacher and parent communication. The PTSA is providing the
funding for the planners. Subsequent planners will cost $5.00 per replacement. Hickory Middle
School has a very active and supportive PTSA. I urge you to become a member. The PTSA Board has
already been preparing for a wonderful school year.
We are continuing our tradition of providing PTSA Open Houses. Please remember to bring your
child’s class schedule with you. We are very fortunate to have a great deal of interest and attendance at
our Open Houses; however, this causes the auditorium and halls to be very overcrowded. We ask that
those attending be limited to the parents/guardians and the child attending Hickory Middle School. The
PTSA Open Houses are listed below.

August 29 @ 12:30-2:30
6th Grade—Hawaiian Hawks & Surf Hawks
August 29 @ 3:00-5:00
6th Grade—Mohawks & Freedom Hawks
September 10 @ 5:00-7:00
7th Grade
September 11 @ 5:00-7:00
8th Grade

Twitter@HickoryMS_Hawks

Debbie Hutchens, Ed.D.
Principal

TEXTBOOK DISTRIBUTION
August 27 @ 3:00—6:00
August 29 @ 1:30—5:00
GYM LOCKS/SUITS PURCHASING
August 27 @ 3:00—6:00
August 29 @ 1:30—5:00
Students will be able to check-out books and
purchase gym suits and locks during the first
week of school.
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BUS SCHEDULES

~Please bring your student schedule with you to the
Open House~

6th Grade—August 29
7th Grade—September 10
8th Grade—September 11

Student textbooks will be available for distribution through the
Auditorium on Tuesday, Aug. 27 and Thursday, Aug. 29. Due to
the high volume expected, please be prepared for a short wait.
Make sure to bring your schedule and a backpack/bag. EARLY
PICK-UP IS NOT MANDATORY!! Textbooks may be checked
out and brought home the first week of school.

OPENING OF SCHOOL

Bus schedules are now posted on the Chesapeake Public
Schools website (www.cpschools.com). Students need to
know their bus numbers. Parents may expect delays in bus
schedules to and from school during the first week. We
suggest you be at your bus stop at least ten minutes early
until bus drivers can establish a normal routine.
For security reasons, students who need to ride a different
bus home or return home with anyone other than a parent or
guardian in the afternoon must have a Alternate Bus and Bus
Stop Permission Slip (see website for copy or page 9.) This
permission slip must be presented to the office during
homeroom. This slip must also have a phone number where
we can reach a parent before 2:00 PM to verify the note. For
safety reasons, if we cannot verify this slip by phone, we
will not permit students to ride a different bus home. Parents
are not allowed to enter the bus ramp area between 7:00 AM
and 4:00 PM. Also, once a student has boarded his/her bus,
he/she will not be allowed to get off for any reason.
Additionally, students who are being picked up by parents or
high school siblings must be picked up in front of the
building. Students will not be allowed to walk to Hickory
High School to meet their siblings for a ride or the parking
lot to meet parents. Thank you for your cooperation.

1st DAY OF SCHOOL
When students arrive Tuesday, September 3, 2019, school
personnel will be present to direct them. Parents who transport
their children should use the front entrance. Please do not enter
the bus ramp. Students will report to their homerooms and should
keep their schedules until they have them memorized. Students
who ride buses will be directed to the entrances. Their school day
begins at 8:50 AM.

Students are discouraged from arriving on
school property before 8:15 AM. At 8:25 AM, a
bell will ring for students to enter the
building and report directly to homeroom.

The Chesapeake Public School System is an equal educational opportunity school system. The School Board of the City of Chesapeake also adheres to the principles of equal opportunity and, therefore, prohibits discrimination in terms and conditions of employment on the basis of race,
sex, national origin, color, religion, age, or disability.

BAND & ORCHESTRA NOTE….

BAND AND ORCHESTRA STUDENTS WILL NOT
NEED TO BRING INSTRUMENTS ON THE FIRST DAY
OF SCHOOL.
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Safe School Initiative
Chesapeake Public Schools is committed to providing a safe learning environment. Trained security monitors will assist administrators in supervising the
school building and grounds. Our school hallways and exterior are monitored
by security cameras. A School Resource Officer from the Chesapeake Police
Department is assigned to Hickory Middle School. In addition, the police
department in cooperation with Chesapeake Public Schools will conduct
random, unannounced searches on the premises and in the building using
specially trained K-9 dogs.
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show picture identification with address verification. According to school board
policy, students may not be released from school to anyone other than the custodial
parent or guardian. If a natural parent is prohibited from picking up a child, custody
papers that forbid access by that natural parent must be on file in the office.
Students will be called to the office only when their parents have arrived.
If a student is being picked up by someone other than a parent, and that name is not
on the Blue Emergency Card, a note is required. The note will be confirmed with
the parent. Faxes and/or emails are not accepted. When a student is being picked up
by someone other than a parent and the name is on the student’s Emergency Card, a
note or confirming phone call is not necessary. If there is not a note from the parent
and the person’s name is not on the emergency card, the student will not be
released.
Sixth Grade Sign-out Procedure: The schedule for sixth grade students is unique;
they are in elective classes (PE/Band/Exploratory, etc) the last bell and must return
to their homeroom class to retrieve belongings. This is a challenging time for pickup, especially when the student is in PE. Students can be in a number of areas
during PE time (i.e. various fields outside.) If you plan to pick-up your sixth grader
after 2:40 PM, please send a note for the seventh bell teacher. If at all possible,
please try to avoid seventh bell pick-up.

ARRIVALS /DISMISSALS/TARDIES
Morning Arrival: Morning drop-off of students will be conducted in the fire
lane loop in front of the building. Vehicles should pull forward to the far
crosswalk prior to dropping off students. Parents are discouraged from
dropping their children at school before 8:25 AM. There is no supervision for
students who are not attending a pre-arranged club or study session. Approval
from the designated adult sponsor of the activity and a pass is needed to attend
a club or study session. Upon entering the building from the bus ramp or from
being dropped off, students must report directly to their homeroom. Students
may not wander the halls upon arrival at school. Homeroom teachers sign the
planner for students to go to other areas of the building. Students may not
leave the school campus once they arrive at school.
Afternoon Dismissal: Students are released at 3:28 PM. They are to go
directly to their buses. If you are picking up your student after school, please
follow the directions of the adult staff directing traffic.
Cars will be lined up starting at the front cul-de-sac near the gym.
The fire lane loop in front of the building is reserved for busses. Parking in
this loop is prohibited.
The staff loop is reserved for parents coming into the building.
Double parking is prohibited.
When school is dismissed, students will assemble outside the main entrance.
For safety reasons, students will not be allowed to be picked up along Hawk
Boulevard.
Students will not be allowed to walk to or from Hickory High School or to the
HHS parking lot.
Tardy Arrivals: A student is considered tardy if not in homeroom when the
bell rings at 8:50 AM. Students arriving late to school should report to the
security desk at the front of the school. Students must sign in and receive an
admit-to-class slip in order to report to class. When a student is tardy, it can be
excused with a note from the parent or a doctor’s note. Chronic unexcused
tardies to school will be referred to the grade level administrator for
disciplinary action and may be a violation of state truancy laws.
Tardies for Class: Students are expected to be in their assigned classrooms
on time. Students who enter the classrooms without excused notes/passes will
be marked tardy.
The first four tardies will be handled by the teams according to team policies.
After proceeding through team consequences, students with five or more
tardies will be referred to the grade-level administrator for disciplinary action.
Sign-out Procedure: No one is to leave school grounds at any time without
officially signing out in the main office. Anyone who picks up a student must

Because they are transient at that time of day, parents of sixth grade students must
be at school prior to 3:00 PM to get their child out of class early. After 3:00 PM,
sixth grade students cannot be called out of class. Parents may come to the office
before 3:15 PM with proper identification and place their student on the “End of
the Day Call List” and students will be called to the office during the afternoon
announcements.
Seventh and Eighth Grade Sign-Out Procedure: For early release, parents of
seventh and eighth grade students must sign out their student in the main office
by 3:15 PM. All parents must have photo identification.
General Information: Students cannot be placed on the call list via telephone, email, or fax. If prior arrangements have been made between parent and student for
pickup after the close of the school day, it is not necessary for the parent to sign out
the child. Instead, the child will go to the front of the building after school and meet
the parent.
All parents wishing to pick up their children must be at school prior to 3:15 PM.
After 3:15 PM, no students can be called from classrooms or be added to the call
list. Parents, do not text or call your child to get off the bus or leave the bus ramp
to meet you in the front of the school.
The front driveway is a fire lane. Do NOT park and leave your car. You may be
ticketed.

Request For Schedule Changes
All schedule change requests must be submitted on the schedule change request
form and provided to the grade level counselor during the first 5 days of
school. This form can be obtained through the school counseling office.
***No changes in elective and/or teacher assignments will be made unless there
was an error on the school’s part.
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PE INFORMATION
SCHOOL DAY PICTURES
Student pictures will be taken September 19, 2019. Make up
pictures and club pictures will be October 25, 2019. These
pictures are the pictures that will be used for the yearbook.

YEARBOOKS: The 2019-2020 Edition of The Nest can be
preordered online through Jostens Direct Solutions Program.
Ordering opens online in mid-August. The starting price for the
all color yearbook is $40. You may call Jostens directly at 1866-282-1516 or order online at www.jostensyearbooks.com.
Please use the account number assigned by Jostens when
ordering and be sure to enter your child’s homeroom number.
There is also a link to the ordering site on the Hickory Middle
School ParentVue/StudentVue main page. There are several
ways your child can submit fun photos for possible publication
in the yearbook. Instructions can be found on the HMS
ParentVue/StudentVue main page or by contacting Mrs.
Moorman at Victoria.Moorman@cpschools.com.

All 7th and 8th grade students are
required to purchase a PE uniform
and a PE lock from Hickory Middle
School. Items may be purchased separately or as a
set. Parents/students may purchase these items at any Open
House, on August 27 or 29, or beginning Wednesday, Sept.4.
PRICES:
Shirt $5
Shorts $8 Lock $7
TOTAL COST:$20
√ Please make checks payable to √
Hickory Middle School
LOCK INFORMATION
All 8th grade students must have a RED school-purchased
lock.
All 7th grade students must have a BLUE schoolpurchased lock.
6th grade PE information

STUDENT LOCKS/LOCKERS
All students will be assigned hall lockers.
Some students will have issued locks for
their hallway lockers. Students are required to return these at
the end of the year. Students who lose their locks or do not
return them at the end of the school year will be charged $7.00.
Most lockers have built-in combination locks. Sixth, seventh,
and eighth grade students will need to purchase combination
locks to secure their gym uniforms or personal property in the
locker room. For security reasons, gym locks must be
purchased from the school. Locks not purchased from the
school will be removed. Locks will be sold in physical
education classes for $7.00. Checks should be made payable to
Hickory Middle School.
FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH
The cost of a middle school lunch is $2.75. Students receiving free lunches
must be approved annually. All students will need to know their 7-digit student
identification numbers when making a purchase in the cafeteria. Secondary
students will not be allowed to charge lunch.
If you have submitted your application for free or reduced lunch, your child is
eligible to receive the free or reduced lunch for up to the first ten (10) days of
school.

6th grade students are not required to dress out for PE. They
are not required to purchase uniforms. They will, however,
need a combination lock to secure their personal property.
All 6th grade students will have GOLD locks.

Cafeteria News
Hickory Middle will be serving breakfast again this year. The
cost is $1.35. Reduced breakfast is $.30.
Chesapeake City Schools now offers MealpayPlus
(www.mealpayplus.com), a state-of-the-art online service that
provides you the convenience and information you need to
manage your student’s meal account. This system speeds up
serving lines in the cafeteria, eliminates the need to send
checks to school or worry about lost or forgotten lunch money,
and ensures that your child will receive a nutritious meal. To
create a new account, visit www.mealpayplus.com.
2019-2020 LUNCH PRICES
LU N C H

$2.75

R E DU CE D LU NC H P R ICE

$0.40

EXTRA MILK

$0.55
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ATHLETIC TEAM PHYSICALS
Thursday, August 29 in the Gym
@ 6:00 PM
All students are eligible to participate in the athletic program if they
have passed four subjects. Any student wishing to participate in the
middle school athletic program must have a physical form on file.
Physicals will be given at Hickory Middle School on Thursday,
August 29 at 6:00 PM in the main gymnasium (any student who
received an athletic physical after May 1st of 2019 is not required to
get a physical at this time). The cost is $15.00 and must be paid in
cash. If your child is interested in participating with an athletic
team anytime during the school year, it is advisable to have the
physical now. No other physicals will be offered during the school
year. The Chesapeake Middle School League Physical Form and
the insurance form must be completed by the parent prior to
the physical. This form is available on the CPS website or in
the main office of HMS. No other forms will be accepted. The
following sports are available: fall: football and girls’ softball;
winter: girls’ & boys’ basketball and wrestling; spring: girls’ &
boys’ track, girls’ volleyball, and girls’ field hockey. The
physicals are good for the entire 2019-2020 school year.
Football tryouts will be September 4th, 5th and 9th
after school until 6:00 PM. Conditioning begins on
Monday, August 19th and goes through Thursday,
August 22nd, from 5:00-6:45 PM, and continues
Monday, August 26th through Wednesday, August
28th from 4:00-5:45 PM. Anyone wanting to try out should plan on
attending the first practice. Students must have a physical on file
with HMS to participate. Permission slips for Conditioning need to
be turned in to the main office. If you have any questions, direct
them to Coach Jones at the school @ 421-0468 or email him at
Scott.Jones@cpschools.com. Physicals should be submitted to Mr.
Black, Athletic Director prior to tryouts. Refer to the HMS Athletic
Website http://hmsathletics.olinesports.com for any updates and
changes to the football conditioning and tryout schedules.
Coach Smith will have softball tryouts Wednesday, September 4th,
Thursday, September 5th and Monday, September 9th
after school until 5:45 PM. All girls trying out should
be at the first practice with all softball equipment,
including tennis shoes. Any questions should be
directed to Coach Smith at the school @ 421-0468 or
Shane.Smith@cpschools.com. Physicals should be submitted to
Mr. Black, Athletic Director prior to tryouts. Refer to the HMS
Athletic Website http://hmsathletics.onlinesports.com.
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Message from the Nurse
Parents, please remember to report to the school nurse if your
child has been diagnosed with chicken pox and/or any type of
strep infection. It is important for us to have this information!
You can call the Hickory Middle School clinic directly at 4210474.
MEDICAL INFORMATION

A medical order form (CS-405) must
be completed by the physician and parent in order for
medication to be administered at school. These forms
are available from our school nurse, Mrs. Brooke
Thompson, or on the HMS website. The parent must
bring all medication with forms to school and deliver it
to the nurse between 8:20 AM and 3:00 PM. If you
need to make arrangements for other times, please call
the clinic. 421-0474. The medication must be in a
container appropriately labeled by the physician or the
pharmacist. Students are not allowed to bring
medication to school or be in possession of any
medication except self-administered inhaled-asthma
medication (requires medication order form to be on
file). Parents or guardians of students with medical
problems should contact Nurse Thompson at 421-0474.
Code of Virginia Law 32.1-46 requires all children born
on or after January 1, 1994, to receive immunization
against Hepatitis B before their first birthday and after
July 1, 2001. All children who have not yet received
immunization against Hepatitis B shall receive such
immunization prior to entering the sixth grade.
Also, please be aware all mobility aids (crutches,
wheelchair, scooters) must be physician ordered and a
copy of the order must be provided to the school nurse
upon the student's return to school.

There was a new immunization
requirement effective 2019-2020
school year. All rising 7th graders are
required to have a booster dose of
pertussis-containing vaccine prior to entering 7th grade. There
is no grace period. Students must have proof of immunization
in order to attend school.
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HMS PTSA Board for 2019-2020
President: Rodney Starling Rodney_Starling@yahoo.com
First Vice President Membership: Nikki Burris nogleb@aol.com
Second Vice President Fundraising: Angela Ladd
ajladd1@verizon.net
Treasurer: Amie Gerloff amie.gerloff@yahoo.com
Secretary: Lubna Jawad oobajee@gmail.com
E-mail and Facebook: Cathy Prestipino seaprest@gmail.com
Scholarship: Kara Collot kara.collot@outlook.com
Spring Carnival: Mollie Garrett mollie_garrett@yahoo.com
Teacher Appreciation: Karla Henderson obxkarla@gmail.com
Arts in Education: Tracy Keller tracyk@gsccc.org
Box Tops: Christina Ellis-Sourbrine Chellis76@gmail.com
Volunteers/Office Coordinator: Susan Moody
susan.moody@cpschools.com
Message from your PTSA Board
Hello HMS Families! Welcome to a new school year. PTSA membership forms
are included in the class assignment mailings and can be sent back to the
school in an envelope labeled PTSA. Membership is $7.00 per person or
$20.00 per family for a family of 3 plus. We have several things planned with
hopes to keep our families informed and included. Please like our Facebook
page, Hickory Middle PTSA, to stay updated on events. To be added to our
group emails regarding volunteer opportunities and school needs please
send an email to hickoryPTSA@gmail.com. The PTSA has purchased planners for all students. However, all replacement planners will be $5. Last but
not least, we’d like you to know about the Reflections program. If your student(s) is interested in participating, now is a great time to get started. The
2019-2020 theme is "Look Within." All entries will be due October 21,
2019. For more information please contact Tracy Keller
at tracyk@gsccc.org. Full rules can be found at https://VAPTA.org/
programs/arts-and-education/reflections-top.
Warmly,
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Hickory Middle School
Supply List
All Grades (6, 7, & 8)

#2 Pencils (1 dozen)
Black/blue/red ink pens (1 dozen)
Colored pencils
Crayons or markers
Loose-leaf paper (wide-ruled)
Glue sticks (24 small or 12 large)
Ruler (English & metric measurements)
Highlighters
Index Cards (3x5) 2 packages of 100
Scissors (blunt edge)
Three-ring binder
Dividers with tabs (1 set)
Non-Perforated spiral notebooks -at
least 6 (8th grade, college ruled)
Zippered pencil bag with notebook
holes
Report folders with fastener and pocket
(at least 5)
Box of tissues
Marble black composition notebook
Protractor (for home)
Compass (for home)
Dry Erase Markers
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Chat With Your Child...
All our children are precious to us, and we want this to be a
successful year. Sometimes, students do not think of the consequences of their actions. Here is how to avoid referrals and/
or suspensions.
What causes disciplinary intervention?
*Clothing:
Rompers are not allowed.
Shorts must be finger-tip length.
No jeans with holes above the fingertips.
*Bringing to school:
Alcohol or cooking wines
Drugs or look-alike drugs, including tobacco and/or medication
including Ghost-peppers and vapors
Guns (real or play), knives, laser pointers or weapons of any kind
*Inappropriate behaviors:
Social Media
Bullying
Inappropriate pictures on
social media
Threats
*Health—Allergic reactions can be deadly. Some of our students have severe allergies,
which may cause severe harm. Do not spray at anytime at school or on the bus:
Cologne
Perfume
Deodorant
Avoid using strongly scented lotions. Solid or roll-on deodorant are recommended for
physical education.
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DRESS CODE
Chesapeake School Board Policy – The Chesapeake School Board expects all students to dress in a manner appropriate for the promotion of learning.
Student appearance shall not be disrespectful, indecent, dangerous to the health and welfare of students, or disruptive to the school
environment.
Hickory Middle School Standards are as follows:
 Students must wear clothes as they were designed to be worn (buttoned, zipped, tucked in, or belted tight enough to prevent
them from falling and /or exposing undergarments.)
 Pajamas are not appropriate attire for the school day.
 Students may not wear apparel or jewelry, which advertises, glorifies, or symbolizes any illegal substance or substances for use
by minors.
 Students may not wear lewd or suggestive apparel or other personal belongings that advocates violence and/or represents any
gang activity and/or membership.
 Clothing shall be free of writing, symbols, or pictures that are crude, vulgar, violent, profane, prejudicial, or sexually suggestive.
 Sunglasses, hats, or any other head covering are not permitted to be worn in the building and should be secured in student lockers.
Shoes
 Students must wear appropriate footwear at all times.
 Slippers are not acceptable.
Shirts/Blouses/Dresses
 All clothing must be sufficient to conceal undergarments.
 Straps (on a tank top, for example) must be at least 1.5 inches wide. No spaghetti straps or tank tops unless a shirt is worn under
or over it. See-through or fishnet fabrics, halter tops, tube tops, off-the-shoulder tops, low-cut tops, or other apparel specifically
designed as beach wear, which exposes the midriff, or the back are prohibited.
 No muscle shirts.
 A top is too short if the bare midriff or the small of the back is exposed when a student is sitting down, leaning over, or arm is
raised
 No cleavage will be exposed in the front or back.
Pants/Skirts/Shorts
 No underwear shall be visible.
 Clothing may not be rolled at the waist
 Clothing above fingertip-length must be free from holes, rips, tears, or cuts in the material.
 The length of shorts and skirts cannot be shorter than your fingertips.
 Rompers may not be worn.
If there is a doubt about a particular item of apparel, the student should contact a school administrator for a decision. When a student is in violation of the above guidelines, all efforts will be made to correct the situation at school. However, if an acceptable alternative cannot be found at school, parents will be notified to bring in appropriate clothing. Students who consistently violate dresscode standards will be issued discipline referrals.
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VISION STATEMENT
Hickory Middles School’s vision is to create stimulating learning experiences for
children that excite and motivate them to develop into driven knowledge-seekers
for life.
Hickory Middle School’s entire educational family vows to commit itself to the
differentiated needs of all children so that collaboration compels success aimed
at the advancement of every child’s academic, social, and emotional well- being.
MISSION STATEMENT
Hickory Middle School’s mission is to develop professional learning communities with a strong, child-centered focus that inspire commitment and collaboration in order to promote educational and digital literacy in a technologically fluent society.
THIS WE BELIEVE

