
 
Directions:  Label the following items on the map below!!! 
 

Bodies of Water:   Places:    Cities:    
Mediterranean Sea   Greek Peninsula   Troy   
Aegean Sea    Europe   Athens 
Dardanelles    Asia Minor    Sparta 
Black Sea    Macedonia 
       

  
      
Questions: 

1. Describe the geography of Greece.  Is it an ideal place for a settlement?  
     (Why or why not?) 

 
 
 
    2.  What is a polis? 
 
 

3. What characteristics do Greek city-states share? 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 



 
 

Who? Where? Key Events and 
Characteristics 

Reasons for Decline 

Minoans Primarily on 
the island of 
Crete in the 
city of 
Knossos 

  

Led by King Minos who 
lived in a palace on the 
island of Crete in the city 
of Knossos above the 
legendary, half-man/half-
bull minotaur. 

             

*nearby  
volcanic eruption on 
Santorini island 
*a series of violent 
earthquakes following 
the volcanic eruption 
*Mycenaean invasion 

Mycenaeans Primarily on 
the Greek 
Mainland 

Invaded the Minoans 
and took over the 
mainland; most famous 
for their fight with the 
Trojans in the Trojan 
War. 

The Mycenaeans were 
invaded by the Dorians. 

                        
Dorians Primarily on 

the Greek 
Mainland        

 

The Dorians sent 
Greece into a period of 
decline known as the 
Dark Ages where there 
were not any 
advancements in 
society. 

This lack of culture and 
emphasis on war led to 
a decline of the Dorian 
civilization and a 
reemergence of Greek 
culture and history 
through the storytelling 
of Homer. 

                        
What we think of as 

Ancient Greeks! 
In city-
states 
(polises) on 
the Greek 
mainland 

The Greeks settled in 
city-states as a result of 
their geography.  These 
city-states went to war 
with Persia and also 
fought amongst 
themselves in the 
Peloponnesian War. 
They experienced a 
“Golden Age” with an 
emphasis on learning. 

The Greek city-states 
will be weakened after 
the 27 year 
Peloponnesian War and 
will be susceptible to 
Macedonian invasion 
and conquest.  The 
Macedonians led by 
Philip II will conquer 
Greece and his son, 
Alexander the Great will 
continue his conquests 
east. 

 


