
• Rome – the Italian 
peninsula along the Tiber 
River 

• Because of location, able to 
become influential in 
Mediterranean Basin 

• Alps (in the North) 
provided protection from 
invaders. 

• Mediterranean & Adriatic 
Seas also provided 
protection 

• Broad fertile plains 
• Large scale farming 
• unification 

In the beginning, three groups inhabited 
Rome 
• Latin 
• Greeks 
• Etruscans (skilled metal workers) 



• Based their religion on Greek mythology 
• Polytheistic 
• The gods explained human qualities, natural occurrences and 

life events 
• Integral to culture, politics, and art 
• Symbols and images influential in later western civilizations 

Jupiter  
God of sun  
and light 

Juno 
Queen of 
the Gods 

Apollo – 
music, light 
and healing 

Diana 
hunt and 
fertility 

Minerva 
Wisdom 

Venus 
Love and 

beauty 

Neptune 
The Sea 



Republic – people chose representatives to decide government issues 
• Became the foundation for modern democracy  

Roman Class System 

Patricians – upper class 

Plebians – merchants, farmers (majority) 

Slaves – not based on race (conquered) 

Had the right 
to participate 

in government 

All conquered groups: 
• Had to pay taxes 
• Supply soldiers for the 

military 
• Acknowledge Roman 

leadership 

Government 

Consuls – highest officials 

Governing Bodies:  Senate 
                                    Assemblies – Tribal 
                                                              Centuriate             

Dictators – in times of crisis (served 6 months) 

Twelve Tables 
• Roman law code  
• Established idea that all 

citizens had the right of 
protection of the law 



Rome vs. Carthage 
Competition for trade 

1st Punic War  
• Fought over Sicily  
• Carthage lost 
• Rome won Sicily, Corsica, and 

Sardinia 
2nd Punic War 
• Hannibal invaded Italian 

Peninsula through the Alps 
• Hannibal has to return to 

Carthage to defend it  
• Rome won and took control of 

all Carthage’s lands outside of 
Africa 

3rd Punic War 
• Romans completely destroys 

Carthage and take slaves 

Roman Victory in the Punic Wars: 
• Rome control of the Mediterranean 

basin, bringing tremendous wealth to 
the republic. 

• Destruction of Carthage 
• Evolution of Roman Empire and spread 

of Roman culture as Rome conquered 
and traded with new land 
• Mediterranean basin – Africa, Asia, 

Europe, including the Hellenistic 
• Western Europe – Gaul, British Isles 



After the Punic Wars: 
• The Roman Republic, in the face of changing and social 

conditions, succumbed to civil war and was replaced by 
an imperial regime, the Roman Empire. 

• Changing social and economic conditions caused civil wars  
• Civil Wars weakened the Roman Republic 
• The Republic was replaced by an imperial regime, the Roman Empire 

Causes for Decline of the Roman Republic 

1. Spread of Slavery in agricultural system 

2. Migration of small farmers into cities & unemployment 

3. gap between the rich and poor widened 

5.  Civil War over the power of Julius Cesar 

6.  Devaluation of Roman currency caused inflation 



First Triumvirate 

Julius Caesar 

Pompey 

Crassus 

Reached a private 
agreement to rule 

Rome 

Pompey worried that 
Caesar was too powerful 
• ordered to disband 

army 
• Disobeyed order 
• Led army to Rome 
• Defeated Pompey 
• Forced the Senate to 

declare him dictator  
Caesar’s Reforms 

Gave land to the poor 

Created jobs for unemployed 

Raised pay for soldiers 

Caesar 
becomes 
absolute 
ruler of 
Rome 

Caesar Assassinated 



Octavian (Augustus Caesar) 

Marc Antony 

Lepidus 

After Caesar’s assassination, Civil War broke out and destroyed what 
was left of the Roman Republic 

Took control for 10 years 

• Octavian forced Lepidus to retire 
• Octavian and Marc Antony struggle for 

power 
• Marc Antony falls for Cleopatra 

• Octavian defeats Marc Antony and Cleopatra 
• Octavian unchallenged ruler and named 

AUGUSTUS – FIRST EMPEROR OF ROME 



During Augustus’ rule Rome entered a period of peace and prosperity 
known as the Pax Romana or “Roman Peace” (lasted over 200 years) 
• Empire held together through imperial authority (rule), efficient 

government, able rulers, and the military 
• Glorified Rome with splendid public buildings 
• Created a system of government that survived for centuries 
 

Reforms 

Set up a civil service system 

Developed a uniform rule of law 

Established uniform system of money, 
which helped expand trade 

Guaranteed safe travel and trade on 
Roman roads – (legions) 

Promoted prosperity and stability 

Returned stability to social classes 

Increased emphasis on the family 

Empire reached from 
Spain to Mesopotamia, 

from North Africa to 
Britain 



• Emerged during the early part of the Pax Ramona 
• Roots in Judaism and the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

proclaimed the Messiah 
• Conflict with polytheistic beliefs of Roman Empire 



Monotheistic 

Jesus as both Son and incarnation of God 

Life after death (resurrection of Jesus) 

Jesus was the Messiah 

New Testament, containing accounts of the life and teachings of 
Jesus, as well as writings of early Christians 

Christian doctrines established by early church councils 

Bible is the Holy Book (Old Testament & New Testament) 



• Christians persecuted – opposition to 
Rome 

• Popularity of message helped it spread 
• Martyrs inspired others  
• Carried by the Apostles, including 

Paul, throughout the Roman Empire 

Impact of the Church of Rome in the later 
Roman Empire 
• Emperor Constantine converted 

• legalized Christianity  
• Christians given full legal rights 

• Christianity later became the official state 
religion 
• Source of moral authority 
• Loyalty to church became more 

important than loyalty to the emperor 
• Church became a unifying force in 

Western Europe 



Roman 
Arches 

Bricks  
Roads 

Aqueducts 

Pantheon Colosseum 

The Forum 



Science 
• Achievements of 

Ptolemy 
• Earth was the 

center of the 
universe 

Medicine 
• Emphasis on public health 

• Public baths 
• Public water systems 
• Medical schools 

Language: 
• Latin 
• Romance languages that 

developed from Latin 
• French 
• Italian 
• Portuguese 
• Spanish 

• Literature:  Virgil’s Aeneid  
• Encouraged Roman patriotism 

• Religion 
• Roman mythology 
• Christianity as the imperial religion 

• Law 
• The principle of “innocent until 

proven guilty” (from the Twelve 
Tables) 



• Geographic size 
• difficult to defend and administer 

• Economy 
• the cost of defense 
• the devaluation of Roman currency 

• Military 
• army membership started to include non-Romans, resulting in the 

decline of discipline 
• Moral decay 

• People lost faith in Rome and in the family 
• Political problems 

• Civil conflict 
• weak administration 

• Invasion by Germanic tribes 
• Attacks on borders by Germanic tribes 



• Diocletian divided the Roman 
empire into 2 sides 
• East: Greek speaking 
• West: Latin speaking 

• He took over the East, but Civil 
war broke out after his death 

• Constantine took over the East 
• Moved capital to Byzantium 

and renamed it 
Constantinople 

• The West suffers invasions by the Huns (Germanic tribes) and falls 
• Eastern Roman empire will continue as the Byzantine Empire that 

will preserve Greek and Roman heritage. 
 





Review Questions 
 
1. How was geographic location important to the economic, social, and political 

development of ancient Rome? 
2. What was the source of Roman mythology? 
3. What impact did Roman mythology have on later civilizations? 
4. How did the government of the Roman Republic become more democratic in its 

decision making? 
5. Why was Rome able to conquer Carthage and then go on to extend its influence 

across the entire Mediterranean basin and much of Western Europe? 
6. Why did the Roman Republic fail to survive challenges by Julius Caesar? 
7. How did military conquests alter economic and social life in Rome? 
8. How did an imperial monarchy come to rule Rome? 
9. What was the Pax Romana? 
10. What was the impact of the Pax Romana of the Roman Empire? 
11. How did Christianity become established within the Roman Empire? 
12. What were the essential beliefs of the early Christian faith? 
13. How and why did Christianity spread? 
14. What was the impact of the early Church in the late Roman Empire? 
15. How did the Roman achievements influence Western civilization? 
16. Why did the Western Roman Empire decline? 



Define 
1. Patricians 
2. Plebians 
3. Consuls 
4. Assemblies 
5. Republic 
6. Twelve Tables 
7. Punic Wars 
8. Hannibal 
9. Inflation 
10. First Triumvirate 
11. Second Triumvirate 
12. Julius Caesar 
13. Augustus Caesar 
14. Pax Romana 
15. Civil service  
16. Jesus of Nazareth 
17. Messiah 
18. Incarnation 
19. New testament 
20. Apostles 
21. Paul 
22. Constantine 
23. Aeneid 
24. Virgil 
25. Ptolemy 
26. Constantinople 


